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Our parish family
Baptisms:
Noah River Montano 29 April 2018
Toby Matthew Buck McCarten 20 May 2018

Funerals:
Murray Haslett  28 March 2018
Barbara Scott 11 April 2018

Front cover:  Anti-clockwise from top: 1. Congregation takes 
part in Palm Sunday procession into church, 2. The Easter 
Story in a sandbox scene made by the younger children, 3. 
Everyone engrossed during the Children’s Holiday Craft 
morning

Women’s Fellowship
At our monthly meetings over the last 2 months we have 
enjoyed hearing from Barrie Collett on his journey to St 
Johns as a regular organist. What a life of music he has had, 
it is so good to learn more about those who contribute to 
the services, 
The following month Jan Olsen shared with us her spiritual 
journey to St Johns, we very much appreciated hearing of 
her background and experiences. Since Jan arrived she has 
lead our service at the start of the meeting for which we 
are very grateful, and we feel Jan is very much a part of St 
John’s Women’s Fellowship.
Our next meeting is on 5 June when flower arranging is to 
be the demonstration with a representative from the Church 
Army at the July meeting.
Please don’t hesitate to join us if you are interested in one 
of the speakers, come along and maybe you will decide to 
become a regular member enjoying meeting some warm 
and interesting ladies.
Carol Groom, Leader

Support through loss
It is a year since the Bereavement Group was established 
meeting on the third Tuesday of the month at 10 am till 
noon in the garden room.
The aim of the group was to provide a confidential, caring 
and supportive atmosphere for those in distress following 
the loss of a loved one either recently or those who remain 
in grief years later.
The numbers attending have not been great, some coming 
along just once while another regularly; this lady said she 
felt the group offered support, understanding and loving 
fellowship which fulfils our aim. There is an atmosphere 
of sharing and openness providing practical tips, empathy 
and the telling of memories, both good as well as sad, a hot 
drink and some tasty snacks too. 
Those of us involved wish to continue to provide this 
support from St Johns to our community. Of course, 
there are other causes of distressing loss: illness, disability, 
redundancy, retirement or divorce, and we would welcome 
anyone who needs a caring listener to come along. 
If you know of a family member or friend you feel may 
benefit and be helped to come to terms with their loss, but 
they are doubtful about coming alone, perhaps you could 
come along too.
Maybe just knowing there is such a group may be a comfort 
if you find yourself in this situation in the future.
We would welcome feedback from any who have attended 
or from anyone with ideas, so we can provide the support 
which may be needed.
Contact Carol Groom for further information on 479 5899

Toby McCarten’s baptism on Sunday, 20 May 2018.

Baptism of Noah Montano during Sunday morning 
service on 29 April 2018

This newsletter is published by the Anglican Parish of 
St John Campbells Bay, Auckland. The views expressed 
are not necessarily those of the editors nor the church. 
Please direct any correspondence to :  The Editor, P O 
Box 65-029, Mairangi Bay. or email: mandmjohansen@
outlook.com
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From our priest in charge ...
A Voice is calling …
I know that many of you enjoyed the Royal Wedding as much as I did and the sermon 
from the Most Reverend Michael Curry was appreciated by an enormous number of 
people around the world. 
Indeed, one twitter comment said: “The world needed this sermon from Bishop Curry.”
Bishop Curry began with:

The late Dr Martin Luther King, Jr. once said, and I quote:

“We must discover the power of love,

the redemptive power of love.

And when we discover that, we will be 

able to make of this old world

a new world.” (end of quote)

In the sermon Bishop Curry also said:

Love is the only way.”

There’s power in love. Do not underestimate it. Don’t even over-sentimentalize it.

and
Jesus of Nazareth taught us that the way of love is 
the way to a real relationship with the God who created all of us, 
and the way to true relationship with each other as children of that one God, as 
brothers and sisters in God’s human family.

One scholar said it this way:

“Jesus had founded the most revolutionary movement in human history: 
a movement built on the unconditional love of God for the world and the 
mandate to live that love.” (Charles Marsh’s The Beloved Community)

I’m talking about power. 

Real power — power to change the world.

This way of love is the way of life.

They got it — he died to save us all.

He didn’t die for anything he could get out of it.

Jesus did not get an honorary doctorate out of it.

He wasn’t getting anything out of it —

He did it for others, for the other, 

for the good and well-being of others. 

That’s what love is

Love is not selfish and self-centred.

Love can be sacrificial.

And in so doing, becomes redemptive.
And that way of unselfish, sacrificial, 
redemptive love can change lives
and it can change this world.
From Isaiah chapter 40:verses 1-5. 
A voice is calling, “Clear the way for the LORD in the wilderness; Make smooth 
in the desert a highway for our God. “Let every valley be Continued on page 4
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For your diary
Every Sunday Services at 8:00am and 9:30am    
   including January

Every Wednesday Holy communion – 10am except after   
   Christmas and through January

Jun 5 Tuesday Women’s Fellowship – 10am Garden Room 

 6 Wednesday Reflective service in Taizé style – 7:30pm

 7 Thursday Men’s Group –7:30pm at Stephen Warnes’  
    home

 10 Sunday Finger Food Lunch – 11:30am in hall

 17 Sunday Knightsbridge service – 11:00am

 19 Tuesday Bereavement group – 10am Garden Room

 26 Tuesday Vestry meeting – 7:30pm

Jul 1 Sunday BRUNCH service – 9:30am  

 3 Tuesday Women’s Fellowship – 10am Garden Room

 4 Wednesday Reflective service in Taizé style – 7:30pm

 5 Thursday Men’s Group –7:30pm at Stephen Warnes’  
    home

 15 Sunday Knightsbridge service – 11:00am

 17 Tuesday Bereavement group – 10am Garden Room

 22 Sunday Bible Sunday services – 8am and 9:30am

 24 Tuesday Vestry meeting – 7:30pm

 29 Sunday Shared morning tea between services – 9am

Aug 1 Wednesday Reflective service in Taizé style – 7:30pm

 2 Thursday Men’s Group –7:30pm at Stephen Warnes’  
    home

 5 Sunday BRUNCH service – 9:30am

 7 Tuesday Women’s Fellowship – 10am Garden Room

 19 Sunday Knightsbridge service – 11:00am

 21 Tuesday Bereavement group – 10am Garden Room

 28 Tuesday Vestry meeting – 7:30pm

 26 Sunday Deadline for contributions to The Eagle

Sep 2 Sunday BRUNCH service – 9:30am

 2 Sunday The Eagle to be published

 4 Tuesday Women’s Fellowship – 10am Garden Room

 5 Wednesday Reflective service in Taizé style – 7:30pm

 6 Thursday Men’s Group –7:30pm at Stephen Warnes’  
    home

 6-8 Thu - Sat Diocesan Synod meet at Holy Trinity   
    Cathedral

 16 Sunday Knightsbridge service – 11:00am

 18 Tuesday Bereavement group – 10am Garden Room

 25 Tuesday Vestry meeting – 7:30pm

 30 Sunday Daylight Saving starts - clocks go forward  
    one hour at 2:00am

 29 Sunday Shared morning tea between services – 9am

Next issue of The Eagle:
Publishing date:       2 September 2018 
 

Deadline for copy:  26 August 2018

lifted up, And 
every mountain and hill be made low; And let the 
rough ground become a plain, And the rugged terrain a 
broad valley; Then the glory of the LORD will be 
revealed, And all flesh will see it together; For the mouth 
of the LORD has spoken.”…

Since I have been at St. John’s and travelling back and forth 
from the North Shore to Warkworth these words have more 
meaning for me as I have watched the preparation and 
work for the new motorway being carried out on the road 
between Puhoi and Warkworth.
Rough ground becoming plains and hills made low is 
literally happening and on one occasion I thought to myself 
“I’m sure that hill was higher than that last week” and wasn’t 
there a house on top of it?” 
All these road works have helped me to realise that having 
just navigated Lent, Holy Week and now the Easter 
Season, how tumultuous Christianity must have been all 
those centuries ago and how Jesus in his life, death and 
resurrection challenged all of the perceptions and the first 
century theology about God and God’s actions towards and 
with humankind. 
And for humankind how difficult it is to accept that love is 
the way forward. 
As Bishop Curry said we shouldn’t sentimentalise it, nor 
should we dismiss it, trivialise it, re-shape it to our own 
wants and needs.
Love is the harder way. It isn’t easy to change rugged terrain 
– to lift up valleys and make mountains and hills low and 
let rough ground become a plain and rugged terrain a broad 
valley.
Only redemptive love can do it – that was Isaiah’s vision and 
that is the Christian vision.
It was indeed a sermon for the whole world and also a 
sermon for the Christian Church. The full transcript can 
be found on: http://time.com/5283953/royal-wedding-
sermon-transcript/ 
I conclude with Bishop Curry’s final quote from Dr Martin 
Luther:
We must discover love.

The redemptive power of love.

When we do that, we will make of this old world a new 
world.

God Bless

Jan

A Voice is calling continued from page 3
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I am not a Fundamentalist
In the broad sweep of human history, fundamentalism 
has been the norm! 

Looking only at the Abrahamic monotheisms, we can see 
that the majority of Jews from the time of the Torah, the 
majority of Christians from the time of the New Testament, 
and the majority of Muslims from the time of the Qur’an, 
have accepted the ‘fundamental’ teachings of their respective 
faiths without question.
The name ‘Fundamentalism’ originated in Christianity 
among conservative Protestants in the USA in the latter 
part of the nineteenth century. In the face of developing 
liberalism in society, they were concerned to emphasise 
what they considered to be fundamental to Christianity: the 
literal truth and inerrancy of the Bible, the Virgin Birth of 
Jesus, his bodily Resurrection and Ascension, etc. 
This is what the vast majority of Christians over the last two 
thousand years have understood to be the fundamentals of 
their faith. It has been the majority view historically, but it 
is today challenged by more liberal views: that the Bible text 
is actually a human construction and its various parts have 
differing moral worth and that it may be read in a more 
personal way so that what it encourages in the life of one 
person need not be binding on others; that it is poetry, not 
history; that its stories are saga, not science.
Nowadays the stream of theological thinking which might 
be called Biblical Fundamentalism is no longer the norm 
within Christianity. 
Other Faiths, too, have strains of religious conservatism 
which have become more apparent in the world today, 
and the term ‘anti-modernist’ may be used to describe the 
sentiments of those who look to their religion’s past for a 
sense of security and ‘truth’. Orthodox Jews from the time 
of the destruction of the Second Temple by the Romans in 
70 CE (=AD) have lived away from the land which they 
believed was promised to them by God and they prayed 
for the coming of the Messiah to deliver them from their 
Gentile oppressors and lead them back to Israel. Christians 
of various traditions might look back into their own history 
and regard Saint Augustine, or St Thomas Aquinas, or 
Martin Luther as being the one who best expressed the 
fundamental truth of the Faith. So much for religious 
fundamentalism/s. 
Political discourse seems to have co-opted the word 
‘fundamentalism’ for its own purposes. 

We have ‘Jewish Fundamentalism’ which may be dated 
from the foundation of the Gush Emunim (Bloc of the 
Faithful) in 1974. It is described by Wikipedia as “an Israeli 
Orthodox Jewish, messianic, right-wing activist movement 
committed to establishing Jewish settlements in the West 
Bank, the Gaza Strip, and the Golan Heights.” 
We hear and read very much more about ‘Islamic 

Fundamentalism’ - again dating from the 1970s. Protests 
against the Shah of Iran began in 1977 and continued until 
he was forced into exile to be replaced by the Ayatollah 
Khomeini in 1979. This revolution, which took the world 
by surprise, was largely peaceful. It was followed, however, 
by demonstrations of violence mainly against those 
Western powers who had supported the Shah; one such 
act being the hostage crisis of 1979-80. It was while trying 
to explain the ideology and actions of the new Iranian 
regime that commentators began to write and talk about “a 
fundamentalist version of Islam”.
Thus, Islamic Fundamentalism took its place alongside 
Jewish Fundamentalism and, later, Buddhist and Hindu 
and Sikh Fundamentalisms also, as religion-linked 
adjectives were joined with this very convenient F-word 
to label extremists who resorted to violence and terrorism 
for political ends. It is easier for politicians and the media 
to rely on descriptions like this because it saves them from 
having to think how to express themselves clearly and non-
judgmentally when reporting or commenting on news 
events. 
How did fundamentalism - of any kind - come about in 
our world today? 

I referred at the outset to the conservative Protestants 
in nineteenth century America. For them, as for people 
across Europe too, life was no longer as their parents 
and grandparents had known it. In ‘the good old days’ 
most people lived in villages and small towns where their 
neighbours were also the people they worked with (in small 
factory or on the farm) and also the people they worshipped 
with; social life was not divided into separate sectors the 
way it came to be later. 
The industrial revolution, however, called for bigger 
factories, with varied specialised tasks and more people to 
do them; bigger towns and cities developed around these 
new industrial centres. People became dislocated - both 
geographically in new locations, and also psychologically 
and emotionally. “Everything was changing” - and that is 
the nature of modernity! Modernism values change more 
than continuity; it prefers commercial efficiency above 
traditional values. 
The old rural life was governed by the course of nature - and 
that was under the hand of God! Modern life is governed 
by administrative procedures, rules and policies - it looks 
to science for new things, and to ‘the market’ for the 
regulation of economic life. Such a world has no need for 
God, and religion is relegated to a private sphere of life.
Just as industrialisation and urbanisation increase 
individualism, so population movement and globalisation 
introduce cultural pluralism among the nations of the 
world, and with that comes religious variety and relativism, 
and its partner secularism. Secularisation continues without 
any apparent reference to, or reliance on, religion. Faith 
becomes individualised; for many people it seems outdated 
- part of the culture of our long-dead, simpler, ancestors.
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Oranges and Bananas
I once had a rather strange conversation with an 8-year-old 
who along with his brothers and sister I had picked up to 
take home after school and we were driving in busy after 
school traffic, he having won the coveted passenger seat at 
the toss of a coin. 
He said:  Banana
And I said:  Sorry?
He said:  Banana
And I said:  What did you say?
He said:  Banana?
I said:   What are you talking about?
He said:  Go ‘Banana who’ 
And said it again: Banana
I said with a sigh: Banana who?
He said:  Banana
I said:   Banana who?
He said:  Banana?
I’m frustrated by now.
I said:   Aw Come on
He said:  Trust me - Banana
I said:   Banana who?
He said:  Oranges
And I said:  Why did you say oranges? 
And he said: Aren’t you glad I didn’t say banana?
Jesus and Nicodemus had a similarly frustrating 
conversation. 
“How can you not know?” Jesus asked Nicodemus – you are 
a teacher of Israel and you do not know these things.
My sympathy lies with Nicodemus. He doesn’t know 
because Jesus isn’t speaking any kind of language he 
understands – like ships passing in the night Jesus is talking 
of a spiritual rebirth and Nicodemus is talking about the 
logistics of a human adult being born again.
For Nicodemus it’s very basic - you can’t be born physically 
again and to understand Jesus he has to let go of his familiar 
ideas to take in what Jesus is saying. 
Was he ready to let go of familiar ideas? Given that he 
was skulking around in the dark trying to get together his 
courage I would guess not. 
It doesn’t take a lot of imagination to see him asking 
himself, “Will I, won’t I?”
Then when he does, he runs into a conversation that he 
doesn’t understand.
As people of faith today we know there is a common lament 

That is a view of the world, and of religion’s diminishing 
place within it, that the New Atheists are pleased to see. But 
perhaps it is not the whole picture!
Without modernisation and secularism there would be 
no fundamentalism. 
It is no automatic step, however, to go on from that and 
say that fundamentalism is the “last gasp” of a dying world-
view, and that religious naivety is giving way to modern 
thought.
Certainly, science has taken the mystery out of so much 
of the world - and we can thank Isaac Newton and 
Einstein, among others, for that. And the application of 
modern scientific method to biblical criticism has helped 
to demystify much religious thought - and we can thank 
German, British and American theologians, among others, 
for their work.
The demystification of the natural world - think, for 
example, of Charles Darwin - was met at first by resistance 
to demystification; many, especially Christians, rejected the 
theory of evolution. But that was followed by another phase 
(can we call it the re-mystification of the natural world?) 
when new sciences such as cosmology are introducing us to 
worlds beyond this one, and biological science is aided by 
nano-technology to find new mysteries within our genetic 
inheritance.
The demystification of the religious world was met at first 
by resistance - that is what is called ‘fundamentalism’, 
and it still exists. But there is already a new phase, a re-
mystification, bringing again to people of faith new spiritual 
perceptions, new understandings of God, new riches of 
mysticism such as the mystics of old cherished as their daily 
bread. These riches can be yours and mine!
I am not a fundamentalist; nor am I anxious in the face of 
rampant atheism. I am a liberal; and I am content in God.
Stephen Warnes
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of the decline of the spirituality we love and understand, 
and we share this story with both Jesus and Nicodemus. 
Like Jesus, we speak to people in ways they don’t 
understand, and then wonder why they don’t want to join 
our club and learn the secret language. 
Popular culture speaks to us in ways we don’t understand 
either. 
Like Nicodemus, we are often bewildered by the new shape 
of spirituality. Yoga, Rugby, seminars and worship at the 
mall on a Sunday.
Every minister comes up against guests at weddings or a 
funeral who have never been in a church before and what 
happens in church is a complete mystery or a figment of 
their imagination.
For Nicodemus and most people being born anew is a 
process, not a moment and it takes some time to sink in, it 
is slow work and takes root in our lives over time. 
God invites us into it, but we have a part to play in this new 
birth too. 
Last Sunday was Pentecost Sunday, the coming of the Spirit 
and hopefully we realise again that the Spirit doesn’t fall on 
us for our own long-term self-edification. 
We are to play a game of tag – passing on the good news 
that Jesus is risen – and now the spirit has come and we are 
to pass it on.
But so often we fall into the Jesus/Nicodemus conversation 
as we try to explain our faith to others and I guess if there 
is any day to own up to that it is today, the only day in the 
Church Year when we focus on a doctrine. 
The doctrine of the Holy Trinity – the preachers 
nightmare…… trying to explain it without getting 
complicated.
Trinity Sunday is a human made intellectual theology to 
help us understand why the early church was monotheistic.
Or in plain language trying to say clearly that God is a 
single Being who exists, simultaneously and eternally, as 
three Divine persons. That they didn’t have three Gods, the 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, as their detractors were saying. 
That the three: Father (the Source, the Eternal Majesty); 
the Son (the eternal Logos or Word, incarnate as Jesus of 
Nazareth); and the Holy Spirit (the Paraclete or advocate) 
were all of the same substance.
The controversy lasted centuries and was finally resolved by 
The Nicene Creed which says in part:
God is:
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the 
Father.”
We can get caught in the little details important as they are, but 
today it isn’t a matter of arguing over words and definitions but 
understanding afresh that God exists in relationship. 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. And even those words are 
interchangeable as we understand that it is the nature of 
God is to be in relationship and that we are drawn into that 
relationship in different ways. 
God is over us, God is with us and God is in us.
The oldest form of dancing that history records is the 
circle dance. It was performed by the ancient Greeks and is 
retained in Greek culture today as a feature of traditional 
Greek weddings and special occasions. 
The Greek circle dance is accompanied by bright music, 
clapping and celebration. In the summer of 2007 on the 
east coast of Cyprus, 268 dancers performed the longest 
circle dance ever. 
“So what has that got to do with the Holy Trinity?” you 
may think. 
Some of the early church Fathers began to think about the 
mystery of the Trinity, and how the persons of the Trinity 
were related. Rather than being stuck in static definitions, 
they wanted to capture the flow of love and joy between the 
Father, Son and Spirit. 
The word that they used to do this was the word for the 
ancient Greek circle dance – Tsakonikos,
It gives us an image of the Trinity that is full of life and 
movement. 
And within the circle dance is an invitation to join in 
the dance made real in the last words of the account of 
Nicodemus and Jesus.
 “God loved the people of this world so much that he gave 
his only Son, so that everyone who has faith in him will 
have eternal life and never really die. 17 God did not send his 
Son into the world to condemn its people. He sent him to 
save them!
Notice that God does not ask the world if it wishes to be 
the recipient of God’s love. God just goes ahead and loves, 
and not only loves but gives the world God’s only beloved 
Son over to death. The one who dies for you clearly has a 
significant claim on you, and John makes that clear. 
God’s love -- surprising, all encompassing, unasked for and 
undeserved -- is also given unconditionally. 
God loves us, whether we like it or not. 
In the face of that kind of love, we will likely either yield 
to God’s love or run away screaming, because no one can 
remain neutral to such extravagance.
Being reborn happens to people and communities - 
In the Gospel of John, the Hebrew word “amen” is used to 
convey agreement or certainly. It is transliterated into the 
Greek New Testament as well as into English and is used in 
the sense of “I agree” or “so be it”.
John uses the word in a special way in his gospel. It is always 
on the lips of Jesus and he does a double-up of the word. 
So, it appears as “Amen amen”, Continued on page 8
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Book reviews

Oranges and bananas continued from previous page

Title: The Last Walk
By: Anna Johnstone
Foreword in the book:

What a privilege it is to write this Foreword to Anna 
Johnstone’s The Last Walk. Long an appreciate reader of 
Anna’s writing and photography, I opened the book with 
eager anticipation and I have not been disappointed.

Within I 
found a 
willingness 
to engage 
courageously 
and creatively 
with the 
realities 
of ageing 
and dying. 
Anna writes 
movingly, 
wisely, and 
at times with 
such personal 
anguish that 

it is hard to read. Her poems explore the impact of the loss 
of close friends, the insidious concerns about diminishing 
strength, the personal grappling with reaching ‘three score 
years and ten’ and the natural questioning of what lies 
ahead. Interspersed with such gritty subjects are poignant 
and insightful meditations on passages of Scripture, 
reinforcing the relevance of the living word to twenty-first 
century human beings.
Carefully chosen images support each poem or set of 
poems, offering that extra dimension through which readers 
can deepen their response to the text, open their hearts and 
minds to the touch of the Spirit and find a readiness to do 
their own robust exploration of what growing older might 
mean.
Anna looks at the uncomfortable truths of mortality not 
through rose-tinted glasses which might conveniently 
sidestep suffering and uncertainty, but through the lens 
of her long-established relationship with Jesus. To Jesus 
she brings every worrying thought, every niggle about 
the future and she finds in him gentleness, kindness, 
understanding, encouragement, unwavering acceptance, 
and never-ending love. Anna’s The Last Walk shares God’s 
revelation that the ordinary moments of each day are the 
raw material through which Love touches and teaches us, 
no matter our age or life-stage. 
The Last Walk is important because it bears witness 
to a long life lived with a foundational trust in God’s 
faithful presence with us in whatever we face, reaching us 

Earth Care column

twenty-five times. This double amen is used to give a 
statement special emphasis. 
So, when we come across it, we should pay special 
attention. Think of it as “listen up” or, according to CEV, “I 
tell you for certain”. 
In today’s gospel reading the double amen occurs three 
times.
Amen, amen you must be born from above before you can 
see God’s kingdom! (John 3.3)
Amen, amen before you can get into God’s kingdom, you 
must be born not only by water, but by the Spirit. (John 3.5)
Amen, amen we know what we are talking about because 
we have seen it ourselves. (John 3.11)
But our question must always be:
Where is God now asking me to be born again? Is God 
calling me to let go of familiar and safe ideas to take in 
something new? And will I skulk around in the dark 
pretending I haven’t heard.
Amen Amen

The scope of “Earthcare” is much wider than just 
considering the effects of global warming on climate 
change. For instance, we could ponder on whether God is 
hurt as well as that unwatered house plant. For God still 
cares about creation. Did you know that NZ has (or at least, 
had in 2005), a “Society for the Protection of Organism 
Feelings” (PO Box 88 Tauranga). However, most living 
entities are very competitive by their nature which is, to 
quote Tennyson – “red in tooth and claw”. Lions eat deer, 
cows eat grass, and micro-organisms eat the plants we pile 
on the compost heap. 
So, we may join with other species and kill mosquitos, rats, 
etc. — but all done as “humanely” as possible.
Eric Martin

through the Spirit of Jesus in the midst of the mess or the 
marvellous. With her characteristic originality, striking 
metaphors and subtlety of touch, Anna writes not only of 
sadness and loss but also shares with the reader stories of 
grace, moments of gentle humour and even opens the door 
to glimpse the wonders of eternity. She is convinced that we 
do not make The Last Walk alone. Foreword by: Rev. Canon 
Sue Pickering 
Contributed by Jann Lee

PS If you would like a copy of this book, it is $30. You 
could ask or email Jan Lee (jannlee@outlook.co.nz) and she 
will get  a copy to you.
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ON NOT LOOKING FORWARD TO WORLD WAR THREE
I was born during the course of the Second World War 
- that of 1939-45. How ironic that the Great War of 1914-
18 - intended to be “the war to end all wars” - should have 
to be renamed the First World War, to accommodate the 
arrival of the later conflagration! (And has there been a 
single day since then when there has not been war and 
fighting in some part of this world!?)
Though I intend no offence to the memory of those who 
suffered and died in my grandfather’s war, nor to those who 
endured my father’s war, nevertheless I make no apology 
for excoriating those leaders of nations (and their camp-
followers of various persuasions) in those generations and in 
this generation whose thirst for power and domination is 
not sated without recourse to war. 
Mindful of the freedom I enjoy, for which I have not had 
to fight, I salute those who chose to go to war for a cause 
in which they had been persuaded to believe. I feel more 
for those who were forced (by moral pressure of family and 
friends, or political pressure of law) obliged against their 
true conscience to enter the fray. I hope I would have had 
the courage to stand alongside those who were steadfast in 
their pacifism and paid the price of imprisonment or even 
firing squad. 
I anguish for those much younger than I who are being 
taught by ceremonial and parade (in this anniversary year 
and every year) that dulce et decorum est pro patria mori - 
‘that old lie!’ They will be called upon to fight in lands they 
have never seen - whose names, perhaps, they have never 
even heard before. Yes, even in this age of sophisticated 
military technology whereby a soldier many thousands of 
miles away can instruct an unmanned drone to fire a rocket 
at an unseen enemy; yes, even today they will be called to 
go off to die. For these I anguish! 
And as a Christian, I object to war! Along with earlier 
objectors: Marcion, who died around the year 160 AD, 
insisted that war was contrary to the teachings of Jesus 
Christ; Origen, c. 185 - c.254, said that “we no longer take 
up sword against nation nor do we learn war any more 
... for the sake of Jesus who is our leader”; Justin Martyr, 
Irenaeus, Tertullian, Cyprian - all taught that Christians 
must not, under any circumstances, resort to war. 
I must admit, however, that since the time of the conversion 
of Emperor Constantine in the early fourth century - and 
thus through the greater part of its history, Christianity has 
often given official support to war; and equally often has 
taught against war. Why has Christianity not been able to 
set a clear and decisive teaching on this most vital subject? 
Well, because the churches, too, thirst for the trappings of 
power and domination which their alliances with the war-
party gives them; and because, with notable exceptions, 
they have fled from the cost of principled opposition to the 
powers of this present age. 

Among the exceptions are the Society of Friends (Quakers) 
and the Mennonites, together with people such as Dietrich 
Bonheoffer (Lutheran), Maximilian Kolbe the ‘Saint of 
Auschwitz’ (Roman Catholic), and Anglicans: George Bell 
(Bishop of Chichester), Vera Brittain (who wrote Testament 
of Youth), Studdert Kennedy (‘Woodbine Willie’), Dick 
Shepherd (Dean of Canterbury), and many more. But not 
their official churches - these courageous people must have 
wondered, sadly, why? 
What will the Churches, their leaders and their members, 
say and do at this critical time when the darkening shadow 
of another world war looms before us? Will we hear a 
restraining voice from the leaders whose names we know in 
Rome and Canterbury; or religious leaders in the United 
States, in Germany, in Russia, in Aotearoa? And church 
members - like ourselves - what will we do? 
We will pray for peace, perhaps; but that is not enough! A 
saintly priest, whom I once knew, had a personal motto: 
People of prayer and action are the strongest people in the 
world, for that is the only unbeatable combination. 
“And action” - but what action can I take that will make 
difference? We can write, we can phone, we can text - all 
importunately like the widow of Luke, chapter 18; we can 
petition, we can march; until our local representatives get 
the message and the courage to pass that message to higher 
and higher levels of representation in church and in politics.
Do you know the local representatives on Regional Synod, 
on Diocesan Synod? Do you know the various ways to get a 
message to our bishops and archbishops? Do you know how 
to contact your local M.P., or the List M.P.s and members 
of the Local Electoral Committees of the various political 
parties that operate in your area? 
To use these and other methods with the intention of 
preventing war is Christian action, and it is urgent for the 
sake of those who are forced to live in the killing-fields of 
our time, for the sake of those who are forced to kill, and 
for the sake of present and future generations to whom 
peace is the greatest gift we can hope to give. 
Stephen Warnes
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He was baptized in the Holy Spirit all by himself in our old 
house. What a joy to see him pressing after God, fasting 
3,7,21 days, considering now going into ministry but also 
looking for ways to support himself. Today Benjamin wrote 
in the extended family group a thank you word to Mother’s 
Day and really made us and many others cry our eyes out. 
Please believe with us that God leads him into his calling 
this coming year. It’s very important for him to succeed for 
an example of two other brothers. Thank you very much.
A real blessing also is our youngest son Eddy (16). He is 
finishing school and really following after God, sings in the 
worship team, brings his school mates to church, a real help 
to mum at home. I have especially tender relationships with 
Eddy. We are believing God will open him to his calling as 
he is finishing the high school, which in Ukraine naturally 
speaking it’s a real challenge at this point in history. Please 
pray for Eddy with us if you would. Little Angelina is not 
all that little. She is 10 now and still a real baby of the 
family, loved by everyone. She sings in the kids’ choir in 
church and helps her mum, looks after our guard dog and 
has a few other little responsibilities.
Our home is still (even more now) full of people, now not 
only church, but also from regions and even missionaries 
from other countries. Thank God for Oksana! Another 
unexpected blessing is a new car that we were given by 
someone within Ukraine, it’s a Hyundai Santa Fe and very 
pleasantly drives now long distances that I have to cover 
(my old one was/is 14 years old and still drives OK). My 
pay in church devalued again (now it’s $300 a month) 
which, with all the added responsibilities in the region 
and even with a few other extra incomes, makes practical 
life real challenging (we are like almost back to mid-90’s). 
But I remind myself that it was my own choice to step out 
of my comfort zone, so …. suck it up Sasha Ozeruga. I 
guess I have to stop now and say one more time – I really 
appreciate many of you being a part of my/our life and 
ministry. Again, I would really appreciate your prayer for 
my family very much.
Love and blessings to you.

Sasha Ozeruga
PS I will also continue informing you on other areas of life 
soon. 

Ukraine news update
From: Church of the Living God <church@livinggod.org.ua> 
Sent: Thursday, 17 May 2018 9:48 p.m. 
To: Church of the Living God 
Subject: Vyshgorod, Ukraine
Greetings to all my friends and family from Vyshgorod, 
Ukraine.
To many of you I promised to touch base more efficiently 
than I did last 4-5 months, to you my apologies. My life has 
taken a different speed last number of months!!! (good job 
it’s not in vain, some good things are happening).
But it would be fair to start from my family. Believe it or 
not it will be 23 years since I’ve been married. Over all I 
must say we are doing well, the biggest challenge now I 
guess is the future of the children in an extremely corrupted 
country?! But let’s start from the beginning. Oksana is 
doing good I guess, apart from some health issues, I believe 
due to 23 years of hard work raising kids, growing a good 
size garden and so on. It’s mainly her back and neck pain, 
like last Sunday where she could not get church (two days 
before she was preparing a large kids event for the city kids). 
Otherwise, she sings in the worship team, covers my back 
when I am not here and tries to do her wedding decoration 
little business when something comes up. And … I am 
still in love with her like 23 years ago. She gave a public 
agreement at my appointment service to lead the region and 
she is really stepped up to the challenge!!!
Great news on Sophia and Max (my married daughter and 
son in law). Today they told me that they are expecting a 
baby around Christmas time!!! And what a strange feeling 
to be close to be a grandfather?!! These two are the most 
committed to God and each other I’ve ever seen. They 
are a real joy to have around and minister with (they have 
been giving 4 evenings a week to church so far) Sophia is 
finishing 5th year to be a medical doctor, Max is a barber 
for men. My only concern for Sophia, is that after 6-8 years 
of study in Ukraine she will be making $200-300 a month 
(that’s less than what she paid for the study a year). But she 
is determined to live here and change the country for God. 
(I say - wow)
My biggest pain now is my oldest boy Mark (20). At this 
moment he is not really living for God, he told me last year, 
that in the corrupted country you can’t make it without 
somewhat crooked ways. He said, “I will make money at 
any cost” and he is mixing with some crowds that I am not 
happy about in the building industry. He comes to church 
seldom and is even not mixing much with the family 
because never home. Please believe God for Mark. He really 
is the most tender by nature child out of all five (will give 
money to the younger the quickest when he has anything). 
But he really gets very easily under influence.
Our biggest joy is our middle son Benjamin (19), who 
about 7-8 months ago had a drastic encounter with God. 
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Waskia update

Continued on page 12

The Importance of Persevering

Dear friends at St John’s, 
Perseverance is not a great strength for me. But I see the 
examples in Scripture of those who persevered and what 
God finally brought about for them and that urges me 
on. Job’s story in the Old Testament comes to mind, as do 
your stories about perseverance in times of illness, injury 
or bereavement, and in all your various ministries to others 
where fruit isn’t always easy to see. 
I am going to spend time with the Waskia people in Papua 
New Guinea in July. And I want to share about some of the 
preparation going on for that. 
Thank you very much . . . 

to Hazel and Shann and Alison who have been giving so 
much help getting resources ready for me to take for the 
Waskia people to use. 

Getting to know the Old 
Testament better
The Waskia people’s desire to understand the Old Testament 
better has stimulated my own desire to read and study it 
more. It is a blessing to be able to work together and deepen 
our knowledge. 
Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Song of Songs

This past week my focus has been on studying the three 
Old Testament books associated with Solomon - Proverbs, 
Ecclesiastes, and the Song of Songs. (The point about the link 
is that Solomon is the patron saint of wisdom - as David is the 
patron saint of psalmody. As is the case with the association of 
Psalms with David, it doesn’t imply that he personally wrote 
the books.) First Kings 3 does speak of his asking God for 
wisdom, and God gives him a wise and discerning mind; he 
becomes the model of a wise king (for a while). 
There is a nice rabbinical saying that links these three books 
with three different stages of Solomon’s life. Can you match 

each book with the appropriate life stage? 
Proverbs  A. the naivety of youth
Ecclesiastes   B. the disillusion of old age
Song of Songs  C. the maturity of middle age
(Of course, the right answers are: 1C, 2B, 3A)
Proverbs

The Book of Proverbs is already in our Waskia Bible - and 
the people really respond to its practical wisdom. What 
is distinctive about these three Solomonic books is that 
the basis of their teaching is how life actually works. They 
assume we can learn from other people and from the past; 
we don’t have to keep reinventing the wheel. 
For Old Testament books not already translated, we plan to 
translate only the lectionary readings at this point – and just 
give people an idea of what they are about. Like the Song of 

Songs expounds the nature of 
sexual love
Ecclesiastes

Like Proverbs and the 
Song, Ecclesiastes looks at 
the life resolutely from the 
perspective of “life under the 
sun”, that is, what we can see. 
And it belongs with Job in 
raising more questions than it 
answers. The Old Testament 
scholar John Goldingay wrote 
about Ecclesiastes: ‘it reminds 
the confident, the trusting, 
the naïve of questions that 
they need to ponder rather 
than thinking they have the 

truth all buttoned up.‘ 
The Waskia people will, I am sure, enjoy the challenge 
of pondering some of its questions. They enjoy getting 
together and talking about things. 
 . .. and there are so many other Old Testament to learn 
about too!

The three Solomonic books make no reference to the exodus 
or the covenant or the Torah or prophecy or the Day of the 
Lord. It is very important that we gain a good knowledge 
of Genesis to Kings: the story that runs from the creation 
of the world to the exile to the exile of Judeans to Babylon. 
And of Chronicles to Esther which is a second version of 
this story, continuing it into the years after the exile. And 
the teaching of the prophets. 

Do you sometimes think that nothing you 
do has any effect? 
“Utter emptiness,” says the 
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Waskia update continued from page 12
Teacher, “utter emptiness, everything is empty.
What value is there for a person in all the toil that he 
undertakes under the sun?” 
(Ecclesiastes 1: 2-3)
The word “empty” here more literally means a breath so it 
suggests things that pass away, that have no substance. The 
focus is on what we can experience as human beings in the 
now, on the earthly plane. 
Is all the effort we put into our lives useless? In moments of 
despondence, the Waskia project can seem like an exercise 
in futility. It can be frustrating when progress seems slow. 
Though from time to time I have to say God sends someone 
to tell me that they have been affected by something I’ve 
said or done, which reminds me to be less gloomy!
Give the kumara to the pigs who are hungry – and don’t 
fret about the others

You will appreciate that in Papua New Guinea pigs are highly 
valued! Pastor Burir said that to me one day when I was 
feeling downcast back in the 1970’s. We were just beginning 
the translation work in Waskia and it seemed a huge task. 
They were wise words. There were many Waskia people 
who thirsted to know God and his Word better, and there 
still are now. In fact, there are many more now because the 
population has more than tripled since the 1980s. 

Spiritual experience
Earthly and heavenly planes connect

Pastor Burir and his wife have long since died. But their 
children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren are still 
thriving. They still live in the same part of the same village 
as their forbears did. Some have served as pastors among the 
Waskia people and some further afield 
For many Waskia people the dead and the living seem 
more inter-connected than what we in the Western world 
commonly experience. I feel when I visit villages that at 
moments there is a mystical presence of those who have 
gone before us – there is something ‘more’ than the physical 
presence of the gravestones of those who have passed on 
scattered among the houses. 
Many people and cultures have perceived it to be like 
that - that everything in our world has another dimension, 
another sort of reality, that goes with it as well. And 
Western people too – even the most secular – have religious 
experiences too, which I think are important to listen for 
and sensitively validate. 
Tom Wright’s ‘golf ball’ analogy for heaven and earth

Thinking of this other reality, this other dimension, the 
scholar Tom Wright uses the analogy of a golf ball. The golf 
ball has an outer reality (the hard, mottled surface) and an 
inner reality (the tightly packed, springy interior). 
Or we could just as easily think of ‘earth’1 as the inner 
reality, the dense material of the world where we live now, 

and ‘heaven’ as the outer reality, the ‘side’ of our reality 
that is open to all kinds of other things, to meanings and 
possibilities which our ‘inner’ reality, our busy little world of 
space, time and matter seems to exclude. (Acts for Everyone 
Part 1, page 110) 
1For ‘earth’ today we’d think of the entire cosmos of space, time and matter. 

The Old Testament story helps us to 
understand Jesus, and Jesus’s story helps us 
to understand the Old Testament
I encourage the Waskia people to keep thinking about the 
important inter-relationship between the Old Testament 
and the New Testament, how reading forward from the Old 
Testament and reading back from the New Testament fills 
out and deepens our understanding of Scripture. 
In these next weeks before I go, I will keep on trying to 
understand more myself and keep thinking about what we 
might be able to discuss together in Waskia land. 
Right now, a story particularly comes to mind - the 
one when Jesus said to the two disciples on the road to 
Emmaus. “How foolish you are, and how slow to believe all 
that the prophets have spoken! Did not the Messiah have to 
suffer these things and enter his glory?” 

Jesus and the two disciples on the Emmaus road

And beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he 
explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures 
concerning himself. (Luke 24: 25-27)
So, in what sense are the Torah, the Prophets and the Psalms 
(see verse 44) about Jesus? For they do not actually say in so 
many words that the Messiah will suffer, rise from the dead 
and then enter his glory. I have often puzzled about that. I 
find the way John Goldingay explains it to be helpful:
We cannot be literalistic about what Jesus says. Is there another 
level of coherence between the Scriptures and Jesus’ story? 
While the Scriptures do not talk about the Messiah suffering, 
they do talk about God suffering. All though Israel’s story, 
God was living with the world’s rejection and his people’s 
rejection. All through that story God was bouncing back 
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from the 
experience of his people crucifying him. All through, the 
horizon of his vision was the nations coming to recognize 
him. All through (or nearly all through), that revelation 
began from Jerusalem. Jesus is the incarnation of the God 
whose story the Old Testament tell. What happens to Jesus as 
the Messiah is what has been happening to God. 
(Reading Jesus’s Bible: How the New Testament Helps Us 
Understand the Old Testament, pages 77-78)
The importance of the Old Testament references

Think for a moment about how often the book of Romans 
refers back to Old Testament! It is a good exercise to read 
Romans and note where and how Paul referred to the Old 
Testament. Not all New Testament books refer back as much 
as Romans does, but we see that the Old Testament is also 
prominent in Matthew, Luke, Acts, Hebrews and Revelation - 
which covers most of the New Testament! These books assume 
that we need the Old Testament if we are to understand Jesus, 
understand God, and understand themselves. 
The Old Testament tells a story and Jesus is the climax of 
the story. Also, the New Testament books point us toward 
the Old Testament’s resources for praise and prayer, and 
intercessions and protest and questioning. In the light of 
the importance the New Testament attaches to the Old 
Testament, isn’t it odd that the church does not read it much? 
A big thank you . . .

to all of you in the parish for your interest in the Waskia 
project and your prayers. It is lovely when you ask how the 
Waskia people are getting on; yes, life is hard there, but they 
are a resilient people. Faith, hope, and love abound. 
Why are you cast down, O my soul,

and why are you disquieted within me?

Hope in God, for I shall again praise him,

My help and my God. (Psalm 42:11)
Sincerely in Christ’s service,

Jan

The City of Regret
I had not really planned on taking a trip this time of year, 
and yet I found myself packing rather hurriedly. This trip 
was going to be unpleasant, and I knew in advance that 
no real good would come of it. I’m talking about my 
annual “Guilt Trip.” I got tickets to fly there on Wish I Had 
airlines. It was an extremely short flight.
I got my baggage, which I could not check. I chose to 
carry it myself all the way. It was weighted down with a 
thousand memories of what might have been.
No one greeted me as I entered the terminal to the 
Regret City International Airport. I say international 
because people from all over the world come to this 
dismal town.

Waskia update continued from page 12

As I checked into the Last Resort Hotel, I noticed that 
they would be hosting the year’s most important event, 
the Annual Pity Party. I wasn’t going to miss that great 
social occasion. Many of the town’s leading citizens 
would be there.
First, there would be the Done family, you know;
Should Have,
Would Have
and Could Have.
Then came the I Had family.
You probably know ol’ Wish and his clan.
Of course, the Opportunities would be present, Missed 
and Lost.
The biggest family would be the Yesterday’s. There are 
far too many of them to count, but each one would have 
a very sad story to share.
Then Shattered Dreams would surely make an 
appearance. And It’s Their Fault would regale us with 
stories (excuses) about how things had failed in his life, 
and each story would be loudly applauded by Don’t 
Blame Me and I Couldn’t Help It.
Well, to make a long story short, I went to this depressing 
party knowing that there would be no real benefit in 
doing so. And, as usual, I became very depressed.
 But as I thought about all of the stories of failures 
brought back from the past, it occurred to me that all of 
this trip and subsequent “pity party” could be cancelled 
by ME!
I started to truly realize that I did not have to be there. 
I didn’t have to be depressed. One thing kept going 
through mymind, I CAN’T CHANGE YESTERDAY, 
BUT I DO HAVE THE POWER TO MAKE TODAY A 
WONDERFUL DAY.
I can be happy, joyous, fulfilled, encouraged, as well as 
encouraging. Knowing this, I left the City of Regret and 
left no forwarding address.
Am I sorry for mistakes I’ve made in the past? YES!
But there is no physical way to undo them.
So, if you’re planning a trip back to the City of Regret, 
please cancel all your reservations now.
 Instead, take a trip to a place called, Starting Again. 
I likedit so much that I have now taken up permanent 
residence there.
My neighbours, the I Forgive Myselfs and the New Starts 
are so very helpful. By the way, you don’t have to carry 
around heavy baggage because the load is lifted from 
your shoulders upon arrival.
God bless you in finding this great town. If you can find it,
it’s in your own heart.
Please look me up. I live on I Can Do It street.
Author unknown

Contributed by Helena Burduk
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Vicar Revd Anna Lindsey
Priest in charge

Priest Assistant

Revd Jan Olsen

Revd Shann Craig

027 662 9417

478 5780
Youth and Family 
coordinator

TBA
Youth Team  contact:
Jono Scogings 021 172 3463

People’s Warden Kath Freeman 478 4958

Vicar’s Warden Gill Barthorpe 021 263 1220
Parish Secretary Alison Bargh 410 1606
Parish Treasurer Lorraine Buck 478 7580

Parish Directory

Sunday 8:00 am Holy Communion St John’s Church

9;30 am Family Communion St John’s Church

9;30 am BRUNCH informal communion (first Sunday of month) St John’s Church

Monday 7:30 pm Home group (1st and 3rd Mondays) Various venues
Ursula Scogings – 479 8036

Tuesday 10:00 am Women’s Fellowship (first Tuesday of month) St John’s – Garden Room
Carol Groom – 479 5899

10:00 am Bereavement Group (third Tuesday of month) Carol Groom – 479 5899

1:30 pm Home group 18 Knightsbridge Drive, Forrest Hill
Fay Aitken – 410 4819

7:30 pm Home group Sunnynook
Kath Freeman – 478 4958

Wednesday 10:00 am Holy Communion – weekly St John’s Church

7:30 pm Reflective (Taizé) worship (first Wednesday of month) St John’s Church
Meriel Johansen – 415 3070

Thursday 10:00 am Home group (third Thursday of month) Hazel Hipkins – 478 6508

7:30 pm Vestry (4th Thursday of month) St John’s Church

Friday 1:00 pm Contemplative Prayer Group (2nd & 4th Fridays) Val Harris – 479 6873

7:00 pm Junior Youth Group – for young people in                 
school years 8 to 10 in the church hall

7:00 pm Youth Team St John’s – Garden Room
Jono Scogings – 021 172 2463

Parish Directory
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Synod Representatives Gill Barthorpe
Alison Bargh

488 0329
478 3575

Home Group Coordinator 
and Hall Convenor

Church Office 478 3575

Women’s Fellowship Carol Groom 479 5899

Food Basket Shann Craig 478 5780
Envelope Recorder Beth Willmott 476 1591
Prayer Wheel 
  Coordinator

Felicity Martin 479 1190

Music Convenors Sandy Latimer
Felicity Martin

410 3456
479 1190

Wedding Flowers
  Coordinator

Shann Craig 478 5780

Website administrator website.stjohns@gmail.com
St John’s Trust
  - wall plaque secretary

Roy San-Garde 479 5393

Priest in charge’s email: olsenji@outlook.com
Parish office email: admin@stjohns.net.nz
People’s Warden’s email: kfreeman756@gmail.com
Vicar’s Warden’s email: gillian.barthorpe@gmail.com
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From Elena’s Inbox
Some people may not know about the programmes that 
are on radio Rhema every day. Very informative to listen to 
whether you’re in your car at home, on mobile or computer.
Below is a brief description of 2 family programmes that I 
listen to regularly and can recommend:
•	 Focus on the Family
•	 Redemptive Family

Blessings, Elena
More ideas maybe for a home group focus?

FOCUS ON THE FAMILY
4:05AM, 1:10PM, 8:35PM 

http://www.family.org.nz/
Focus on the Family NZ is a Christian organisation with 
a vision for helping families, communities and society to 
thrive through Christ and His Gospel. Our purpose is to 
strengthen, defend and celebrate human dignity, marriage 
and the institution of the traditional family, and to 
highlight the unique and irreplaceable role that these play in 
God’s larger story of redemption.
Rather than just focusing on problems, we place a strong 
emphasis on seeking out and providing redemptive 
solutions to the issues that negatively impact marriages, 
families and the human person. Our ultimate desire is to 
empower the Church in this country with the knowledge 
and the tools it needs to embrace and be a vibrant living 
witness to the life-changing power of Christian love in 
action.
MONDAY: EMBRACING YOUR CHILD’S 

DIFFERENCES

 GUESTS: MRS. SALLY CLARKSON AND MR. 
NATHAN CLARKSON

TUESDAY: RETURNING TO A GODLY PERSPECTIVE 
ON SEX AND ROMANCE - I

 GUEST: PASTOR LEVI LUSKO

WEDNESDAY: RETURNING TO A GODLY 
PERSPECTIVE ON SEX AND ROMANCE - I

 GUEST: PASTOR LEVI LUSKO

THURSDAY: POWERFUL HOPE FOR DISCOURAGED 
MOMS - I

 GUEST: MRS. KATHI LIPP

FRIDAY: POWERFUL HOPE FOR DISCOURAGED 
MOMS - I

 GUEST: MRS> KATHI LIPP

God created the church as 
His vehicle for changing the 
world. Church that serves 
only itself without changing 
the world is like a beautiful 
watch that doesn’t tell the 
time. The true measure of a 
church is not how many come 
to consume its programmes, 
but whether those who come 
are joyfully committed to 
serving Jesus by sharing in the 
mission of the church.
Mission is for everyone. 
We all need the thrill of 

discovering our purpose, of seeing our faith grow in the 
face of challenges, and the joy of being instrumental in 
leading others to Christ. For the spiritual health and growth 
of everyone in church we need a model of mission that is 
human and simple, and which requires the participation of 
everyone.
The model doesn’t require special skills or lots of money and 
can be applied to any-sized church. Interested? Go to http://
loveyourneighbour.nz and click on the link Redemptive 
Family

Week 1 – Being Family

Week 2 – Embracing our Place

Week 3 – Nurturing Redemptive Relationships

Week 4 – Doing Mission Together as a Family

Week 5 – Choosing to Lead Ourselves

The PDF small group studies can be downloaded for free.

A regular construction while the adults are having tea and coffee 
after Sunday 9:30 servvice. The kidz pyramid make an amazing 
sound when it collapses on the hall’s wooden floor shaking a few 

tea cips in the process
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Dear Friends
Thank you for your ongoing prayer for our drought here 
in Cape Town, we have entered May with some wonderful 
bursts of rain and we continue to pray that the winter 
brings much more rain. Its great to see rain but we also need 
to continue to be committed to our water restrictions, so we 
move forward and not backward!
In March I had the privilege to travel to the United States 
for meetings for the YWAM Campus Leaders in Hawaii 
where our founders are based. We try to meet with them 
every two years as they age to gain wisdom and insight for 
the future. As part of this trip I was also able to visit friends 
I haven’t seen in eight years and it was so good to reconnect 
again. This time was very restful, and I returned to South 
Africa ready to dive into work.
The campus has been humming with students from around 
the world – we are currently running a Discipleship 
Training School, School of Biblical Studies and a Children 
at Risk School. Each of these students are taking time to 
be equipped so they can be salt and light in their areas of 
passion and gifting. It is so fulfilling to see young people 
growing in their passion and engaging with the reality that 
they can make a difference in our world.
At the same time, we have been completing the final stage 

of our fire compliance in our main campus building. Every 
door was removed and replaced with a fire rated door to 
prevent fire spreading in the event of a breakout. It is great 
to see this progress being made. 
I was able to teach on the School of Biblical studies on 
the book of 2 Thessalonians and we wrestled with God’s 
purpose in suffering and thoughts on the return of Jesus. It 
is always a good challenge to me as I prepare to go deeper in 
my understanding and also be able to see lights coming on 
with students as they realise that books they would normally 
put aside as confusing or weird actually have wonderful 
truths to be discovered. The joy of making the word of God 
accessible to people never gets old.
My whole family was just with me for three weeks – My 
parents, my sister and brother in law and their 3 kids came 
to visit. We had a fantastic time celebrating my Dad’s 70th 
birthday, Mum’s 69th and Mothers Days. The kids loved 
the experience of a new place and we had many animal 
encounters – baboons at Cape Point and dassies (rock 
rabbits) at Table Mountain and the big five on Safari. They 
even got to feed the elephants.
Please do continue to pray for South Africa as we wrestle 
daily with the realities of becoming a more just nation. 
Tension around land and poverty continues to rise – the 

township near us has 40,000 
people living in a 1 square 
kilometre area! We have 
multiple ministry expressions 
in the community, but these 
challenges require multifaceted 
solutions which are slow and 
painful in coming. With 
national elections coming next 
year we are seeing a rise in 
protest action. Pray that as we 
engage with the communities 
we would be hope bringers but 
also that those with power at a 
governmental level would also 
be quick to listen and respond.
I am working on taking better 
care of myself and trying to 
cook healthier and exercise. I’d 
appreciate your prayers as when 
work is busy or stressful looking 
after myself is the first thing to go.
Thank you so much for you 
love and support

Sarah
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