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Our parish family
Funerals:
Nancy Rae  26 July 2018
Ron Harris 8 August 2018

Future Directions update
The three nominators elected by parishioners at the 
Consultation meeting on Sunday 23 September will 
play an important role in the selection of our new Vicar. 
Nomination forms will be available in the church foyer 
from the beginning of September and will need to be sent 
to the Parish Secretary by Thursday 20 September. 
Be sure to pick up a nomination form at church. We need a 
strong group of nominators.

Vicar’s Warden, Gill Barthorpe

Farewell
Dear Friends,
We arrived in Auckland in March 2003 from Manzini, a 
very small city in a very small country Swaziland where we 
had spent 39 very happy years. Auckland was forty times 
bigger than Manzini and so many people were white! We 
were totally overwhelmed. Our son, David, his wife Peta 
and son Cuan lived on the North Shore but other family 
members lived “across the bridge” in the maze of suburbs 
and streets that still confound us. 
Luckily, we were told that the best Anglican Church in the 
Bays was St John’s. So we tried it. We were welcomed by 
everybody and found, to our amazement that many of the 
congregation were “ex Africa” and had visited Swaziland. In 
fact, David Bromham had lived and worked in Nyasaland, 
where Sheena was born and could greet us in Chinyanja. 
Since then St John’s has become a very important part of our 
lives. Attending and taking part in the Sunday services we have 
made many friends, enjoyed many functions and the feeling of 
“belonging” to a congregation of loving, caring real Christians.
Our family home has been sold and at the end of September we 
will be moving to Kerikeri. We have a new home in our sights 
but have a few bureaucratic hurdles to negotiate. As soon as 
they are behind us we will let you know our address and phone 
numbers. Be assured that we will welcome you with open arms. 
You too will be entering a new stage in the life of St John’s 
as you search for a new Vicar. We shall be thinking of you 
and praying for God’s guidance in your search. Don’t be 
afraid of change, it keeps you in touch with the World.
With love and many happy memories

Sheena and Harry Shirley

Anglican Diocese of Auckland
The Venerable Michael Berry 
Archdeacon, Southern Region 

17 August 2018 

Appointment Process for a New Vicar 
To the parishioners of St John’s Church, Parish of 
Campbells Bay; greetings in the name of Christ. 
I write to you as you prepare to begin the process of 
appointing a new Vicar. With your Archdeacon, The 
Venerable Carole Hughes, currently on sabbatical leave, the 
bishops have asked me to lead and facilitate this process. 
In the midst of faithful and joyful ministry, I acknowledge 
some of the challenges and disappointments that have also 
been present in recent seasons of parish life. Following 
the resignation of The Reverend Anna Lindsay, you find 
yourself once again in a time of transition and in need of 
attending to the often demanding appointment process. 
As we look forward, however, it is right for us to reflect on 
questions of direction, vision and purpose as we seek to 
faithfully minister as Christ calls us. It will be important 
that we take time to do that well together. 
One of the key moments in this process will take place next 
month. On Sunday 23 September, at 9.00am, I will be with 
you and will preach and preside at worship. Then, after the 
service, we will meet for the Future Directions Consultation in 
which you, as parishioners, will have your primary opportunity 
to contribute and provide input. We will discuss the nature of 
your ministry today; identify priorities for ministry in coming 
years; and imagine the skills that will be needed in a Vicar 
to help you achieve these priorities. We will also elect three 
parishioners to join the Nomination Committee that will then 
continue the formal appointment process. 
I hope that you will make this Sunday a priority and invite 
you to hold this whole process, and the life of this parish, 
in prayer as you begin reflecting on these questions. I 
look forward to joining you, to listening to you, and to 
discerning with you, as we look to the future of God’s 
ministry in your community. 
Blessings,

M Berry
(The original letter can be viewed on the Church noticeboard)

Nancy Judith Rae
We were all sad to learn of the death of Nancy 
Rae on 23 July after a long illness, patiently 
borne. She was a faithful parishioner who took 
a full part in many church activities. Her funeral 
was a joyful celebration of her life, where the 
family shared her love of life, of poetry and cooking with us all.

Ron Harris
It is with much sadness that we heard of 
the passing of Ron on 4 August, beloved 
husband for 56 years of Audrey Harris. 
Ron was well known as a life member of 
Woolston Brass and remembered for his 
musical talents.
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Front cover:  A graphic celebrating loaves and fishes from the 
website of Parish Santo Domingo de Guzmán Humanes de 
Madrid - Diocese of Getafe

ABOUT ARRIVALS AND NEW 
BEGINNINGS

From Shann:

A few days ago, sitting with Elena, I said ‘We came to St 
Johns 40 years ago on 3rd September’, and she responded, I 
came 20 years ago first week of September!’
I remember that day well as I met Elena as she came to 
the church for prayer for Vanya, who was very ill. We have 
shared much in these 20 years! I have asked her to tell some 
of her story as she is so much part of mine and is just one 
of many people here who have shared their life with me and 
helped me grow.
But first - I am so grateful 
for the many, many, many 
blessings in all the ups and 
downs of life that we have 
shared here at St John’s right 
from when we arrived and 
needed a family and were 

welcomed into one immediately. 
We arrived when John 
Zimmerman was Vicar. I joined a 
homegroup in week 2, and I went 
straight into the Sunday School 
team with Mary Sheddan and 
Felicity Martin, and you will see 
by some of the photos here that 
that is where I love to be – where 
young ones are discovering how 

much God loves them, and is there for them, no matter what!
One of the most wonderful ministries we were involved in as 
a family soon after arriving was the sponsoring of two refugee 
families, the Nguyens from Vietnam. That was a commitment 
that taught our children from a young age about practical faith 
in sharing and caring for others and understanding people who 
are different. This continues still in them and their children 
(see photo page 15). What I have learned over the years is that 
we here are inextricably linked, and as we pass the peace each 
week, and share in Communion with one another, that link 
can only grow stronger. 
Enough from me – here is a link that is strong!! (thank you, 
Elena for sharing this!)

From Elena: 
I am an only child and was brought up by my mum. My 
dad was an alcoholic and after several years of abuse she 
got divorced and I never saw him again. Being an ordinary 
pupil of a Soviet Union school, I truly believed that there 
was no God, but happiness was in communism. 
Because I sincerely wanted to convince believers that they 
were wrong, during my university years I started reading the 
Bible and visiting different churches in order to explain to 
people their misconceptions.

Later I became the principal 
of a school for disabled children, and looking for financial 
help I came to the local church. I thought it would be polite 
to come at the beginning of the service instead of appearing 
there at the end and ask for money. I went several times always 
bringing something to fill in my time (reading or writing). 
However, I found myself listening to the sermon instead of 
doing my own things and felt I wanted to know more. It was 
that church where I started my close investigation with lots 
of suspicions and ended up being baptized and willing to 
learn more about God. I remember having long discussions 
with the church pastor when I was at the stage: “Yes, God is 
real, maybe, but why should it be important to me?” He kept 
saying: “Come to church, you are always welcome”. So, I used 
to sneak into the church through the back door and sit in the 
last row, or very seldom the middle row.
Then one day during the worship, I suddenly felt free of bad 
feelings and thoughts that I had, like somebody unexpectedly 
wiped me clean. I don’t remember giving my life to Christ as 
such at that moment, but it was my decision to be baptized. 
From that point I started growing very fast in understanding 
the Bible and the love of God. I became more aware of who I 
was and where I was going. Jesus was very gentle in showing 
me that I am not the one who is right in everything I do or 
think, as I used to believe. I became more patient with my 
children. Now I forgive people’s faults much easier, because I 
came to the understanding that no one is perfect. Altogether 
it took me about 10 years to realize that God IS real, and I 
needed him.
God is still working in my life today in terms of obedience 
and personal development. I am so glad to be His child, 
that I cannot fully express in words the sense of peace and 
security that this gives me. 20 years ago, on 2 September 
1998 we arrived in NZ from the Ukraine and within a week I 
found this church. I’ve experienced so much of God’s love and 
acceptance here that it had washed away most of my fears. I’ve 
learnt a lot from people like Shann Craig, Meriel Johansen, 
Angie McMurdock and so many others. They helped me to 
understand New Zealand and its people and equipped me to 
share this knowledge with other immigrants. Many Russian 
Alpha weekends happened at St John’s church and so many 
Russian-speaking people had a chance to learn about God.
We have run 2-3 Alpha courses a year for more than 10 years. 
Now there are Russian-speaking people in churches in Auckland, 
Coromandel, Melbourne, Perth and Russia. But that’s another 
story. I believe God is full of plans for each one of us.

Continued from page 3

This newsletter is published by the Anglican Parish of St 
John Campbells Bay, Auckland. The views expressed are 
not necessarily those of the editors nor the church. Please 
direct any correspondence to :  The Editor, P O Box 65-029, 
Mairangi Bay. or email: mandmjohansen@outlook.com

Palm Sunday Parade with Mary 
and Felicity

Keith, Bronwyn and Jann 
and the lamb they attached 

to in our first year here!
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From our priest in charge ...

Continued on page 5

The Bread of Life
Over the past few weeks on Sunday mornings the Gospel reading has focused on Jesus 
calling himself “the bread of life” – I have to admit that once or twice I’ve got to the point 
where I’ve said, “oh no – not another bread story.”
Jesus has a very down to earth way of using the necessities of life to draw images that 
connect people to a spiritual understanding … think of … those who follow Jesus are to be 
salt of the earth and lights to the world … faith grows from the smallest mustard seed … 
the fishermen are told they will be fishers of men and Jesus calls himself ‘the bread of life.‘ 
Everything changes and nothing changes - all familiar to the people listening to him then 
and to the church now. 
Bread being a case in point because it is so common to us all in terms of keeping hunger 
pains at bay. 
It is a staple food item and dates way back before the time of Jesus and as we know there are 
many different kinds of bread.
White bread, whole wheat bread, potato bread - Rewena paraoa - traditional sourdough 
Maori bread, buttermilk bread, multi-grain bread, pita bread, gluten free, dairy free, 
sourdough – did you know there’s even a sour dough museum and that someone travels the 
world collecting samples of sourdough taking them back to the museum and looks after 
them to ensure sourdough is never lost to the world?  
Bread is nourishment to our physical body. We can toast it or eat it plain, my favourite is 
toasted and spread with peanut butter and apricot jam on it. Yes together! Along with a 
topping bread can make a nice easy meal and it is particularly nice straight out of the oven 
accompanied with lovely smells.
Jesus knew that people needed feeding and always took care to feed the hungry wherever 
he went. Scripture tells us that he fed a multitude of 5000 people with 5 barley loaves and 
2 fish. The people were permitted to eat as much as they wanted. Even after the meal, there 
were 12 baskets of fragments of bread left over.   
He took care of the physical hunger the people experienced. Bodies need nourishment and 
physical hunger is important because if we don’t eat and drink, our bodies will eventually 
deteriorate, and we will become sick and die.
The people were impressed with what took place and Jesus knew that. He said, “Most 
assuredly, I say to you, you seek Me, not because you saw the signs, but because you ate of 
the loaves and were filled. 
Do not labour for the food that perishes, but for the good which endures to everlasting 
life, which the Son of Man will give you, because God the Father has set His seal on Him” 
(John 6:26, 27).
Some of Jesus’ followers were looking to him for the wrong reasons. Some to gain status or 
esteem for themselves. Some were searching for Jesus from a self-centred perspective.   
There is no doubt that Jesus is concerned about each and every one of us, but His major 
concern is with our heart on a spiritual level.
There’s a story entitled “To Be Had for the Asking” and it goes like this:
A few days after the American Civil War had been officially ended a man was riding along a 
road in West Virginia. Suddenly a soldier, clad in a dirty and tattered Confederate uniform, 
sprang out of a thicket, seized the horses’ bridle, and with twitching face demanded, “Give 
me bread! Give me bread! I don’t want to hurt you but give me bread – I’m starving.”
The man on horseback replied, “Then why don’t you go to the village and get food?”
“I don’t dare – they will shoot me,” was the soldier’s answer.
“What for?” inquired the man; “tell me your trouble.” Whereupon the Confederate soldier 
related that he had deserted his company several weeks before. Upon 
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For your diary
Every Sunday Services at 8:00am and 9:30am    
   including January

Every Wednesday Holy communion – 10am except after   
   Christmas and through January

Sep 9 Sunday Humanity Sunday services – 8 and 9:30am

 16 Sunday Sky Sunday services – 8am and 9:30am

 16 Sunday Knightsbridge service – 10:45am

 18 Tuesday Tuesday Morning Drop-in – 10am Garden Room

 23 Sunday COMBINED service – 9:00am followed   
    by Future Directions meeting

 25 Tuesday Vestry meeting – 7:30pm

 30 Sunday Daylight saving begins – clocks forward one  
    hour and shared morning tea 9am   
    between services 

Oct 2 Tuesday Women’s Fellowship – 10am Garden Room

 3 Wednesday Reflective service in Taizé style – 7:30pm

 4 Thursday Men’s Group –7:30pm at Stephen Warnes’  
    home

 7 Sunday BRUNCH service – 9:30am

 14 Sunday Russian Underground Church speaker at   
    services – 8am and 9:30am

 16 Tuesday Tuesday Morning Drop-in – 10am Garden Room

 21 Sunday Knightsbridge service – 10:45am

 23 Tuesday Vestry meeting – 7:30pm

Nov 4 Sunday All Saints’ service – 8am and BRUNCH   
    service – 9:30am

 6 Tuesday Women’s Fellowship – 10am Garden Room

 7 Wednesday Reflective service in Taizé style – 7:30pm

 8 Thursday Men’s Group –7:30pm at Stephen Warnes’  
    home

 18 Sunday Knightsbridge service – 10:45am

 20 Tuesday Tuesday Morning Drop-in – 10am Garden Room

 20 Tuesday Vestry meeting – 7:30pm

 25 Sunday Sunday before Advent services – 8 and 9:30am

 25 Sunday Deadline for contributions to The Eagle

Dec 2 Sunday Advent – 8am and BRUNCH service – 9:30am

 2 Sunday The Eagle to be published

 4 Tuesday Women’s Fellowship Christmas luncheon –   
    12noon in hall

 5 Wednesday Reflective service in Taizé style – 7:30pm

 6 Thursday Men’s Group –7:30pm at Stephen Warnes’  
    home

 9 Sunday Advent 2 –  8am and 9:30am

 16 Sunday Advent 3 –  8am and 9:30am

 16 Sunday Knightsbridge service – 10:45am

 16 Sunday Children’s Nativity pageant – 5pm

 18 Tuesday Tuesday Morning Drop-in – 10am Garden Room

Next issue of The Eagle:
Publishing date:       2 December 2018 
Deadline for copy:  25 November 2018

The Bread of Life continued from page 4 approaching 
the Union pickets, however, he had been informed that no 
fugitives from Lee’s army were to be taken in.
What was he to do? If he returned to his company, he 
would be shot as a deserter. In desperation he had taken 
to the woods and lived there on roots and berries until 
starvation had driven him to the point of madness.
The man on horseback listened, and then exclaimed: “Don’t 
you know the war is over? Lincoln has pardoned the whole 
Confederate army. You can have all the food you want.”
Taking a newspaper from his pocket, he showed the account 
of Lee’s surrender and the President’s proclamation of 
amnesty. With a shout of joy, the soldier dropped the bridle 
and ran for the village. 
The starving deserter did not know that the bread for which 
he hungered had been available to him for some time and 
could have been had for the asking. In his ignorance he had 
been self-deprived.
For many in our busy, frantic social media-focused society 
today there is a gnawing emptiness which can only be filled 
with the Bread of Life.   
It is there for the asking!!

God bless – Jan Olsen

From your editors
As intimated in The Eagle last year we are looking to retire 
as editors of The Eagle and have decided that the December 
2018 issue will be our last in the role. A current parish 
member has contacted us to express interest in taking up the 
editorship and we have had preliminary discussions with this 
person who is experienced in magazine/newsletter publishing 
and also in managing websites. So, we believe our readers can 
rest assured that The Eagle will continue once we retire – very 
likely in a much more interesting format.

Murray and Meriel Johansen

 25 Tuesday Nine Lessons and Carols – 7pm

 23 Sunday Advent 4 –  8am and 9:30am

 24 Monday Christmas Eve family service – 5pm

 24 Monday Christmas Midnight service – 11:30pm

 25 Tuesday Christmas Day services – 8am and 9:30am

 30 Sunday Services at 8:00am and 9:30am

January Most of our groups stop during January, however   
  services continue at 8am and 9:30am

Looking ahead:

Mar 6 Wednesday Ash Wednesday services – 10am and 7:30pm
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Some thoughts on St John’s 
Gospel, Chapter 6

Introduction

When Bishop Jim visited our Parish at the end of July, he 
pointed out that the Lectionary was beginning a series of 
readings on this chapter over the ensuing weeks and he gave 
some pointers as to how we might approach these. I will try to 
add something to the thoughts shared with us over recent weeks 
in the sermons we have heard. I hope to show the importance of 
trying to read the New Testament not with a “Western” mind, 
but with the mind of those who would first have heard or read 
these words in the early first century of the Christian era.
Background 

There is no scholarly consensus as to the date and 
authorship of the Fourth Gospel. The date falls somewhere 
between A.D 90-110. (If Jesus and the apostolic band 
had lived, they would have been in their late nineties at 
least.) Let’s call the author “John” for convenience and in 
conformity with tradition but recognise, when we do so, 
that we are really talking about the Johannine community, 
rather than a single person, as the author. This is not to say 
that the Apostle John had no input into this Gospel.
The Fourth Gospel is not so much an attempt at a 
consecutive “life” of Jesus (as the Synoptic Gospels present 
themselves) but rather a collection of independent homilies 
or teachings that may have been given over several years 
These were later combined (perhaps in two stages) into the 
Gospel that we have in our Bibles today. 
Obvious examples of such homilies (each of which is able 
to stand alone, and each of which can be extracted from 
the narrative of the Gospel without detracting from its 
integrity) are: the Prologue (1.1-18); the “High Priestly 
Prayer” (chapter 17); chapter 21 (which is out of place after 
20.31); and, of course, chapter six. Other places are less 
obvious, but no less real.
There is general agreement among scholars that the Fourth 
Gospel grew out of a conflict between the Johannine 
community and the local synagogue (to which the 
community’s members belonged?). Thus it can be seen to serve 
a dual purpose: (a) as polemic (properly called apologetic), 
to explain to – and hopefully persuade – their opponents 
(in the synagogue) of the rightness of the teaching; and (b) 
as legitimation, to reinforce the beliefs of the community’s 
members in the face of challenges to that teaching. 
I am suggesting that this series of teachings was prepared by 
John, both to educate new members of the community and 
also to respond to disputes that arose within the synagogue, and 
that these teachings were later redacted and joined into one text 
which we have today as the Gospel According to Saint John.
Before you go any further, why not read the whole of 
chapter six in one sitting in order to get a sense of the 

Women’s Fellowship

Pastoral Care
Following feedback and experience over the last year the 
Tuesday morning support is now “The Tuesday Morning 
Drop In”. There is an open invitation to any suffering from 
recent loss or a past experience that remains hard to deal 
with. The Drop In takes place on the third Tuesday of the 
month in the Garden Room between 10 - noon and, as well 
as some morning tea, there is a warm welcome offering the 
opportunity to share concerns in a supportive, caring and 
confidential atmosphere.
Perhaps you know of someone who may benefit, either from 
St Johns or from our neighbourhood but who may find it 
difficult to take the initiative so why not bring them along 
with you for their first visit. There are leaflets in the Church 
and we would be grateful if you could circulate these for us.
The Parish continues to provide support people at home. 
Our experienced visitors listen and support those confined 
to the house, offering emotional and spiritual care. 
Communion is available if desired. 

Carol Groom, Coordinator

Our group is affiliated to the Association of Anglican 
Women, Auckland Diocese. The AAW is a New Zealand 
and Polynesian organisation that has the aims to unite in 
prayer and participate in the Mission of the Church, to 
promote, safeguard and nurture Christian family life.
Over the past year our Fellowship has attended the AAW 
AGM, providing support with teas; recently attending the 
Social Concern event at Royal Oak hearing of the history, 
current work and future new build of the City Mission. On 12 
September members are invited to join the meeting at St Mary 
by the sea and in November we are invited to AAW lunch 
to be held at Selwyn Village. The service will be in the lovely 
Chapel and, together with lunch, there will be opportunities to 
share with our fellow ladies in prayer and companionship. 
Our members have enjoyed open meetings at St John’s 
Catholic Church and Mairangi Bay Luncheon Club. We 
are pleased to invite local Churches to join us for Christmas 
lunch with entertainment in December. 
For many, however, St Johns Fellowship meetings held 
in the garden Room on the first Tuesday of the month is 
accessible and the aims of AAW are in evidence. The service 
to begin the meeting brings us together; we then try to 
keep the business section short to allow time for renewing 
friendships and news with each other. Invited speakers then 
provide a varied menu, some educational, some entertaining 
and some challenging.
Many members have long term friendships and loyalty to St 
John’s, but new members are made very welcome as we hope to 
extend the love, support and care for those in our community.

Carol Groom, Leader
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Continued on page 8

passage as a whole rather than in several pieces like our 
Gospel readings in church have been over recent weeks? 
Chapter Six, verses 1-25 

The Feeding of the Five Thousand has parallels in each of the 
three Synoptic Gospels. It is followed (in Mark and Matthew 
– but not in Luke) with the story of the disciples crossing the 
Lake in a boat, and Jesus coming to them across the water. 
Mark and Matthew (again, not Luke) also have another story 
about Jesus feeding four thousand people.
Jesus’ only material resource was a boy with “five barley 
loaves” and a couple of fish. Verses 9 and 13 emphasise that 
they were barley –poorer than wheat bread – and this would 
remind those in the community that Elisha fed a hundred 
men with “twenty loaves of barley bread” (2 Kings 4.42-44). 
Can the Jews in the synagogue begin to see that Jesus might 
be someone like Elisha? 
This miracle of the loaves and fishes is the only incident, 
prior to the entry into Jerusalem on the first “Palm Sunday”, 
that is included in all four gospels. 
There are some differences between the accounts: in the 
three synoptic Jesus “looked up to heaven and blessed and 
broke” (identical words in the Greek) and gave the bread to 
the disciples to distribute. In John, Jesus gave thanks without 
looking up to heaven, and distributed the bread without any 
reference to the disciples acting as intermediaries. 
Are these differences significant? Scholars suggest they 
are! The synoptic actions have influenced the Church’s 
Eucharistic rite. The Fourth Gospel has no account of the 
Institution of the Eucharist at the Last Supper with his 
disciples (see chapter 13). Some scholars suggest that the 
whole of chapter 6, and especially 41-58, are John’s teaching 
on the meaning of the Eucharist. 
Verses 14-25 contain the responses of the people to what 
they have witnessed, even though they do not see its 
full significance. At first (v.14) they acknowledge him to 
be a prophet – indeed, the prophet whom all Jews were 
expecting. Some clearly give an indication that they want to 
make Jesus their king (v.15), even though in their tradition 
the roles of prophet and king were quite distinct in Jewish 
ideology and expectation. 
Chapter 6, verses 26-51 

Jesus does not answer the question of “how did you get here?” 
that the crowd has just posed. Instead, we have the first major 
teaching episode in this chapter and, as throughout the whole 
Gospel, the teaching is closely linked with the message of the 
Torah – it deals with themes that were important to all Jews 
and thus form a foundation on which the Jesus-believing Jews 
of the Johannine community could build in their interaction 
with the not-yet-convinced Jews in their synagogue. 
The story on which the teaching is based would be familiar 
to all Jews – indeed it was an important part of their annual 
religious calendar – the story of the manna in the wilderness: 
a gift from heaven to meet their material need for daily 

food. The people in this gospel story also are preoccupied 
with material food – which Jesus satisfied by feeding the 
multitude, and which they still seek: “Sir, give us this bread 
always.” (v.34). The Woman at the Well in a previous chapter 
had a similar request: “Sir, give me this water, so that I may 
never be thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw water.” 
(4.15) Jesus wants them to stop thinking about ordinary food 
but to work for the food that endures for eternal life, which 
the Son of Man will give you.” (v.27)
The word “work” occurs in each verse from 27 to 30, 
where it is clear that it is associated with faith in God: “that 
you believe”. John is emphasising to his community of 
Jesus-followers, and to the not-yet-persuaded Jews whose 
synagogue they share, that the main work that God wants 
is faith in the one God has sent. John’s message throughout 
this Gospel is that the Law (Torah) has no value for those 
who do not accept God’s Messenger, even though they may 
claim membership of the People of God. 
It is ironic that they ask Jesus for a sign to validate his claim, “so 
that we may see it and believe” – as though they had not already 
seen the sign of the multiplication of loaves and fishes, and 
already had believed sufficiently to declare Jesus a prophet! (v.14)
In their need to validate their belonging to the People of 
God, they immediately fall back on the experience of their 
ancestors to whom God gave manna through the activity 
of Moses. They demand to have their present moment 
validated in terms of their past dealings with God: “our 
ancestors ate the manna”, and they quote Psalm 78.24, “he 
gave them bread from heaven.” Jesus, however, questions 
the claim they are making and gives it a new interpretation. 
What is it that is being negated in verse 32 where it says: 
“it was not Moses who gave you bread from heaven.” Is 
it denying that it was Moses who gave them manna; or 
is it also denying that the manna was from heaven? Or is 
it making the point that as Moses was the first deliverer, 
there is now a new deliverer; and that although the manna 
was supplied in a supernatural way (like the five loaves 
multiplied) there is a true bread from heaven which God is 
giving in the person and ministry of Jesus? 
The new interpretation is to say, instead of “Moses gave” (in 
the past tense), rather that “God gives” (in the present tense). 
Jesus makes this point in verses 32 and 33 and focuses the 
image on to himself in verse 35: I am the bread of life. Jesus 
here declares himself to be bread from heaven. It is the first 
of the “I am” sayings in this Gospel which in metaphorical 
language express the significance of Jesus for salvation.
This claim causes the Jews to complain in verse 41. (Notice 
here and in verse 52 that it is no longer the crowd talking with 
Jesus, but “the Jews”. At some stage there has been a move 
from outside into the synagogue in Capernaum – see verse 
59.) The “complaining” uses the same Greek word as does the 
Septuagint in Exodus 16.7-9, where Moses tells the grumbling 
people that they are not murmuring against him and Aaron, 
but against God. To murmur against God’s messenger is in 
fact to murmur against God! The point 
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Thoughts on St John’s Gospel continued from previous page Earth Care columnwould not have been lost on the first readers and hearers of this 
teaching that, what was true in Moses’ case is also true in Jesus’. 
After this complaining (“We know his parents!”), Jesus ramps 
up the message. He repeats that he is the bread of life (v.48) 
and – if you are not going to die like your ancestors who 
ate the manna (v.49) – you need to eat the new bread from 
heaven (v.50); followed by the alarming words of verse 51: 
“the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.”
Chapter 6, verses 52-59 

This section begins with the Jews disputing among 
themselves; some clearly ready to accept, others to reject, the 
teaching which has just been given and, lest we miss the point 
made in verse 51, it is repeated through the next seven verses. 
Each verse from 52 to 58 refers to eating Jesus’ flesh.
John regularly in the Gospel uses the notion of confusion 
on the part of Jesus’ listeners when they take the “obvious” 
meaning from his words. Consider Nicodemus putting a literal 
meaning on Jesus’ words about being born again (3.4), or the 
woman at the well mentioned above. In both of those stories, 
and again in this story (6.34), the literal understanding of 
the words and their material application necessitates further 
explanation by Jesus of his spiritual meaning.
John’s listeners, both those who believed and those of the 
synagogue who had not accepted Jesus as the Christ, knew that 
these words were being used figuratively, or metaphorically. 
When early Christians met together in fellowship they did not 
engage in cannibalism any more than we do when we gather 
Sunday by Sunday to receive “The Body of Christ” and “The 
Blood of Christ”. Nor, in context of another sacrament, do we 
think that a literal death and burial occurs in Baptism despite 
the words of Paul in Romans 6.4 that “we have been buried 
with him by baptism into death”; see also Colossians 2.12: 
“you were buried with him in baptism.”
The references to drinking the blood of Jesus in verses 52-
55 have no connection with the story of the manna in the 
wilderness. These words could not have been written, nor can 
we read them, without being conscious of what is said and 
acted at the Eucharist. They are words which date from the 
earliest scriptures: the words that St Paul gives from the mouth 
of Jesus at the Last Supper (1 Corinthians 11.24) are that “this 
is my body that is (given) for you”; St Mark, a little later reports 
that Jesus said, “This is my blood of the (new) covenant (Mark 
14.24; see parallels in Matthew and Luke, note as indicated 
above that there is no “Last Supper” in John.)
In chapter 6, verse 63, John makes it clear that Jesus is not 
speaking about eating the flesh and drinking the blood of 
his actual body – there is no cannibalism! “It is the spirit 
that gives life; the flesh is useless.” In the Eucharist, our 
faith as we eat the flesh of Jesus acknowledges that this is 
the one who has come in the flesh for the salvation of the 
world. It is the spirit that gives life, and it is the Spirit of 
Christ in the Eucharistic food that we encounter, we accept 
this and we live by it.

Have you watched our motorways at 8am, and seen 
thousands of cars snailing their way to their workplace? 
Then considered how this spectacle contributes to heatwaves 
and fires in California, and other extreme weather events, 
worldwide. We are ALL guilty - more or less - and should 
ALL reduce our fossil fuel usage.
Our pollution of the earth is another issue. Genesis 2 v 15 
says God put us here on earth to work in it and CARE for 
it. It was not God’s intention that we should cover it in 
mountains of garbage or poison its soil and water with toxins.
Now for practical (Christian?) “Earthcare” suggestions, 
continuing our series:
•	 Carpool, use public transport, or get on your bike - 

electric if necessary.
•	 Fly less, Skype more.
•	 If driving, leave a bit more space between cars, so you 

can drive smoothly, without continual braking and 
acceleration.

•	 Plant a tree.
•	 In the kitchen, buy bulk items to reduce packaging.
•	 When cooking, switch off heat early to finish cooking 

on residual heat.
•	 Use pressure cookers
•	 Use double sided photocopying ...
Psalm 24 v 1 says “The earth is the Lord’s and everything in 
it.” So, let’s not mess it up.

Eric Martin

Conclusion 

Jewish belief about “the last days” is that when the Messiah 
comes – a second deliverer in succession to Moses – they 
will be fed again with manna.
In Kohelet Rabbah, which is a Jewish commentary on 
the book of Ecclesiastes, there are three particular signs 
which the Messiah will perform to validate his mission: he 
will provide the manna that is promised, he will provide 
them also with water in desert places, and he will ride on 
a donkey. John’s Gospel is the only Gospel in the New 
Testament which shows Jesus doing all three of these things 
– these signs. Was John consciously seeking to portray Jesus’ 
life according to this expectation of the Jewish people? 
In John, chapter six, we see an engagement with two kinds of 
nourishment: people are given food (real bread) and also are 
given teaching (about bread of life). We are taken beyond this 
simple parallel, however, and we are told that Jesus who gives 
both the miraculous food and the spiritual teaching is also 
precisely the food which nourishes us. The feeder is the food!
Jesus understood himself to be one whom God had sent 
into the world with a mission: to bring life, and the way 
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Reflections from a Retreat
We were asked to reflect on what God was inviting us to do 
on the retreat. I felt He was asking me into the workshop 
of His creativity where I can be a co-labourer with Him, 
working together to determine the outcomes of events.
I wondered how we could be creative together and started 
to look at the only ‘creative’ activity I had with me which 
was knitting. I couldn’t think how we could knit together, 
but this is where God led me.
You start with wool, needles, pattern and energy and 
enthusiasm.
At first it is a bit of a slog with not much to show, but as we 
persevere we can look back and see what has been started 
and be encouraged to go on. Depending on experience 
the knitting may be full of holes or even and neat. If we 
stop and put it down for a while it does not keep growing 
by itself but can only progress with our commitment and 
involvement.
Isn’t this like life in Christ? There is a pattern we may not 
understand; there are times we feel like we are making no 
progress; times we have to go back to correct an error and 
start again. But our Lord is with us always. His guiding 
hands help us to weave a life of beauty and practical use. 
His glory is revealed in the finished product, but there is 
always a new task to begin.
When we make time for Him the story of our lives grows. 
When we ignore the pattern and go our own way, He is 
waiting for us to turn back and continue to work together 
with Him to become the creation His pattern has planned. 
A creation that gives God the glory and brings joy to those 
around us.
I know that every time I pick up my knitting I will think 
of this reflection and enjoy the company of my Lord as we 
work together.

Kath Freeman

Seeing
Dear God,
I need to see myself
as you see me.
My own vision is fragmented.
I try to divide up my life
and reject those parts of me
I consider to be weak.
I waste time and energy
in the battle of self against self
and Lord, I always end up the loser.

Dear God,
help me to see myself
as you see me.
I forget that you made me just as I am
and that you delight in your creation.
You do not ask me to be strong;
you simply ask me to be yours.
You do not expect me to reject my 

weakness,
merely to surrender it to your healing 

touch.

Dear God,
when I can see myself
as you see me,
then I will understand
that his frail, tender, fearful, aching, 

singing,
half-empty, shining, shadowed person
is a whole being made especially by you
for your love.

Joy Cowley, Aotearoa Psalms #27

(Catholic Supplies (NZ) Ltd. 1995)
A poem used at the retreat

that he brings life 
to the whole world was by bringing knowledge of God. 
This is the whole burden of John’s teaching. John tells us (in 
6.56) that Jesus offers us an intimate relationship that will 
nourish us in this life and that will lead us into the life of 
God.
“Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, 
and I in them.”
Stephen Warnes

Thoughts concluded from previous page
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Ukraine news update
From: Church of the Living God <church@livinggod.org.ua> 
Sent: Thursday, July 5, 2018 3:05:37 AM 
To: Church of the Living God 
Subject: Ukraine, Vyshgorod
Dear friends and family.
To all of you, who over the years have been a part of our lives 
here in Ukraine, greetings in the name of Jesus!!! A while ago 
I send you a letter about my family, this one will be more 
about the country and church life. Sorry for a period of 
silence due to a crazy couple of months because of my new 
job of looking after the Kiev region network. Now I better see 
what, how and where it’s all going here, thank God.
Since Ukraine is still in the war with Russia, almost every 
day we have killed and wounded (like last night four 
killed soldiers). Also, the immigration wave is still a huge 
problem. USA, France, Netherland are the countries where 
three adult members and two teens left for in the last couple 
of months; on top, a huge migration within the country is 
happening in search for jobs. Another challenge, especially 
during the last 9-12 months, is a financial – economic 
situation, apart from the old problem of devalued 340% 
currency within last 3 years. Main commodities like petrol, 
electricity, heat and other utilities went through the roof 
again, comparing to our pay, and people are seriously 
stretched, edgy and angry. For the first time in years we as a 
church, last two months didn’t make our very basic budget, 
which demands quickly to have some kind of solution.
So naturally speaking, almost the only good thing right 
now for ordinary people is relative political stability, after 
the main opposition guy Mikael Sarkashvilly was by force 
removed from the country. (At least we do not have a 
protesters tent camp in the governmental down town area).
On the good side, as a church we are still seeing people saved 
and baptized, like tomorrow 5 new people will be baptized, 
including my middle son Benjamin. Overall, I have to say that 
trouble leads people to God and Ukraine in the last couple of 
years became SO much more evangelical that it’s ever has been. 
(Like official recognition of Christmas, December 25 instead of 
orthodox January 7th on across the country governmental level).
Youth in the church grew to the biggest number (almost 
100) and influence in and outside the church it’s ever been. 
Today our youth finished our first kid’s camp (60+ kids, 
40% non-believers) and four more camp will take place 
from now till the end of August. By the way 2 camps we 
already did in 2 schools in the nearby village.
 Sunday school and kid’s club did the annual overview 
of the study year and little fewer than 150 kids attended 
our Sunday school, 30% of which are non-believers’ kids 
and little under 120 attended our monthly kids-club, with 
around 40% non-believers’ kids. These are some figures.
A real, huge blessing for us is increasingly becoming 
our Family Center, which is growing every year (been in 

existence almost 3 years) and becoming a more and more 
powerful tool of influence in town and in our network of 
churches. We were first here among our churches to open 
FC and churches are visiting us to learn from us. As you 
perhaps already know in FC we have a Christian public ‘Joy 
School’, full day care, half a day care and over 10 different 
learning activity classes. This means that every week around 
60-70 families are touched and a good 40-50% of them are 
not churched. An especially difficult situation was this last 
study year with raising and moving the Joy School, because 
this last study year we had only 17 kids and this left us well 
underfunded. The problem fell on a couple of people including 
our family, but the real heroes in it all were our Nick and Tania, 
heads of the Joy School and church Sunday school. But the 
key thing – we made it and now we have already doubled in 
numbers for the next study year. Praise God, a good thing that 
some city official’s kids sign for both school and day care. Way 
to influence and build His Kingdom!
One other instrument we haven’t fully finished (it’s 90% 
done) and we are really looking forward to kick off with it, 
it’s our CAFÉ. The original plan was to start it by Easter, 
but since we are missing some equipment like coffee 
machine, fridge, dishwasher, coffee grinder, dishes and so 
on, we are still pushing towards our start. God bless one 
man/church from US and a couple of other smaller givers, 
who graciously made this instrument possible. Our goal is 
by this September to fully finish and start our CAFÉ. It will 
be used for all FC visitors, master classes, birthday parties, 
hopefully prayer breakfasts with city officials (we have first 
time ever such plan) and so on.
Friends – this is my quick overview on our life here, again 
I apologize for the long silence. Among many needs here, 
our BIGGEST one now is to stand against major trouble/
attacks of the enemy in the life of church leadership. My 
wife broke her wrist and will be in the cast for 4 more 
weeks; our church administrator VT got into a serious 
accident two days ago (car is a write off, he is ok); another 
elder broke his foot; another elder almost lost his business 
and is under major pressure (last businessman in the 
church). I have to say this list is perhaps three times longer. 
So, I would really appreciate your prayers.
Love and blessings to all and each one of you.

Sasha Ozeruga

Scripture Union ‘Adventure’ magazine
I have just read an article, for the young (and not so young!), 
on page 4 of the latest Scripture Union ‘Adventure’ magazine 
that is a very encouraging read. The Adventure magazine is 
always a good read, so I will be placing some extra copies in 
the church foyer - please take one, read and ‘pass it on’.
Scripture Union needs and values our support. They do a 
wonderful work with this country’s young people - in our 
schools, wonderful holiday camps, and Bible reading material.

Fay Aitken
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Waskia update

Continued on page 12

THERE WAS MUCH JOY IN WASKIA LAND …
I had travel hiccups, but there were many kind people 
who helped me along the way

On my recent trip to Papua New Guinea, a delay in 
Brisbane due to an engine problem meant I missed all the 
following connections. I had to overnight in Port Moresby, 
which meant I didn’t get to Madang on the north coast 
until mid-afternoon the following day. I thought, “From the 
airport somehow I’ll find a way into town. (There’s no taxi 
stand and no bus service!) Then in town I’ll look for a little 
bus that can take me right up the north coast to the beach 
where the outboard dinghies set out from. Even though I’ll 
be much later than usual, I’ll hope there will be an outboard 
dinghy that can take me out to Karkar Island.”
All along the way, I was helped by different Papua New 
Guineans. All my “I want to . . . can you help me?” requests 
were responded to by “Ma’am, no problem. We’ll help you 
out!” Papua New Guinea is not regarded as the safest of 
countries, especially for lone travellers, but that day so many 
people went out of their way to help me. Every time they 
were careful to introduce me and put me in the hands of 
people they knew for the next leg of the journey. Knowing 
Tok Pisin helps a lot too. 
Finally, I got to where the Waskia people’s dinghies depart 
from. Fortunately, a dinghy from Kinim Village was still 
waiting for a couple more passengers. They need to have 
enough passengers to be able to buy the diesel fuel and 
make the trip viable for them. So - they tend to take a few 
too many! Probably the main cause of drownings. 
“It looks windy, and we don’t have long before it will be 
dark,” I said, a little concerned. “It’ll be fine, Koras (Sister),” 
the skipper said, “We’ll look for fuel and we’ll load on all your 
stuff, and we’ll set off as soon as we can. And we’ll pull right 
in to Pastor Lapan’s village and drop you off there.” I have 
many koras (brothers) among the 35,000 Waskia people – far 
too many to be able to know them all by name - but I always 
know that whoever I am with I will be well looked after. 
Going across the strait, we had two hours in a heavy sea. 
Not very comfortable in the crowded dinghy! Then, we 
had another hour and a half in the dark creeping slowly up 
the island coastline as far as Lapan’s place. Now the only 
remaining challenge was to navigate our way across the reef 
and not run aground. 
Happily - plenty of help was at hand

Pastor Lapan and his family had heard the noise of the 
dinghy approaching, and they were waiting for us on the 
beach. Their one lamp was the only light source visible on 
the land. Calm and exact instructions were coming from the 
beach to the crew. “‘Hi there, Mate! Come in slowly! That’s 
good and now veer a little to the left – now come straight 
towards me – now veer a little to the right! Good, keep on 
coming! You’re doing great! A little bit more to the left . . . “

We pulled up onto a nice sandy part of the beach. Then 
followed the familiar routine. “Koras, you stay sitting right 
where you are. We’ll get all the cargo off first, and then we’ll 
help you!” Everyone else jumped off into the shallow sea 
with a nimbleness I can’t match! “OK, Koras, can you stand 
up now?” The dinghy was bobbing up and down on the 
waves and it was hard for me to balance. “OK, hold onto 
me firmly. Now lift one leg up – and over the side. Great, 
and now your other leg.” Phew, albeit wet and weary, we 
were back on terra firma!
 The crew and passengers still had further to go in the dinghy 
to reach their village. “Auntie come up and warm yourself 
by the fire,” the children said, taking hold of my hand. The 
others will follow on with your bags.” Fresh fish was cooking 
on the fire. Yum! So - dinner and a catch-up together – great, 
everyone was well - and off to bed to get a good night’s sleep. 
Waskia people are closely connected to and love their land

I thought about all the detail in which Lapan and his family know 
every nook and cranny of the reef, all the logs and rocks and shelly 
and stony parts of the beach. The land and the sea are their food 
basket. They build their houses with the bush materials. And their 
copra and cocoa crops provide cash for extras. 
Are gender differences the same all over the world?

Among Waskia men, there is a real sense of camaraderie as 
they do things together. It was so evident as they brought 
the dinghy into shore. And it is a pleasure to see them 
collaborate in house-building and other heavy tasks.
For the Waskia women too – there is wonderful 
companionship in all they work together to accomplish. But 
especially when all the work is done they love to sit together 
for heart-to-heart chats. It is easy to know just how the 
women are feeling and what is weighing on their minds. 

In the days of old, 
the men had their 
own “men’s clan 
houses” where all the 
‘important’ stuff was 
planned and talked 
about, and so men 
and women were more 
segregated. Now, in 
all the different kinds 
of gatherings, women 
feel much freer to 

speak up about what they think and feel; and their wisdom, 
practical common sense, and knowledge and abilities 
are really respected. Girls and boys have equal education 
opportunities. 
The only thing that counts is faith working though love

In the weeks prior to my going to PNG, Pastor Lapan and I 
had been communicating a lot by 

Waskia men always enjoy a chat
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Waskia update continued from page 11 mobile 
and email to prepare for the village programmes which 
would run. Now I was there it was possible to do the final 
preparation face-to-face and I still needed a bit more help 
about how we were going to express some concepts in the 
Waskia language. 
But, of course, our preparation time was far from 
uninterrupted. Throughout the day people kept coming to say 
hello and have a chat. And it was lovely to see them!! But for 
me, the one difficulty was that the friendly chats went on for 
what seemed to be a very long time. 
Inside myself I was saying “I wish they would talk for 
a shorter time, then we could get more preparation 
work done today uninterrupted.” I was feeling edgy and 
impatient. “Help, God!” I prayed. 
One of the parables we were going to talk about in some of the 
programs was Matthew’s parable of the unforgiving servant. It 
is a wonderful parable about the mystery of our Father, who is 
both incredibly merciful and at the same time just. What tips 
the scales is our behaviour towards one another! 
We call down God’s justice upon ourselves by our stubborn 
refusal to share God’s goodness with others. We are either 
humble or proud, forgiving or unforgiving. There is no 
middle ground. That helped me set my priority of humbly 
and forgivingly with the flow of what people were chatting 
about and not getting anxious going with ‘the work’. Of 
course, being with the people is the primary work. 
And the program the following day in Pastor Janet’s village 
under her leadership ran smoothly. My anxiety was ‘silly’. 
Co-operating with the divine life that’s gently begun to 
work in us all

The people in Gial village asked questions if anything wasn’t 
clear to them. And they contributed their own illustrations 
and examples which helped everyone. They are so respectful 
and caring of one another. They were very focused on the 
activities we did in the big group when we were all together. 
And when we broke up into smaller groups. There are so 
many people with leadership skills who can step up and take 
charge in various situations – and the women are strong.
I felt so pleased to hear the people reading so fluently and 
expressively from their Waskia Bibles. And they know so 
many Waskia songs by heart that they can readily choose a 
suitable one for any point in a programme. 
The help from the parish enhanced what we were able to do

Alison sourced so many pictures and did so much computer 
work and printing off for us. Shann drew original pictures for us 
to illustrate two of our main themes (please see below) and put 
together all the OT lectionary references we needed. With their 
help and Hazel’s help, I had copies of the first draft of an Old 
Testament study booklet to take with me. It was a huge help. 
There’s so much to learn from Scripture!

In many of our programs, we started off with Martin Luther’s 

well-known maxim: “the Old Testament is the Manger in 
which Christ Lies”. (The majority of the Waskia people are 
Lutheran – though we have other smaller denominations 
nestled in as well - so it was a good starting place!!) Luther 
saw the Old Testament as the swaddling clothes in which the 
Christ child is to be found by those who seek him. 

The New Testament is 
the climax of the great 
story of God and his 
people related in the 
Old Testament. How 
can one understand 
the climax of a story if 
one ignores the whole 
story that led up to 
it? It was beginning 
with Moses and all 
the prophets, and 

the psalms, that Jesus explained what was said in all the 
Scriptures concerning himself. 
As we study together in Papua New Guinea, we want to get 
the Old Testament texts into our blood and bones. In the 
Waskia project, we are using the Old Testament scholar John 
Goldingay’s outlines of all the Old Testament books, plus 
the OT lectionary readings from the 3-year cycle, as a way of 
helping us to do that. We are going to have some fun quizzes 
to see how we are progressing and how we can encourage 
one another. A young man Hans made a hug chart with the 
historical contexts for all the Bible books eg. in the time of 
Jeremiah ministered in the 700’s BC when Babylon was in 
control. And our senior translator Saleng did a lovely piece of 
artwork that we used in our retreat times. 
The Old Testament teaches us how to read the Gospels – 
and at the same time – the Gospels teach us how to read 
the Old Testament

Lapan is currently pushing on to complete the translation of 
the book of Isaiah, and so we did some intertextual reading 
between Matthew and Luke, and Isaiah. We used Richard 
Hay’s* image of “a continuous temporal stream” and looked for 
patterns of correspondence between temporally distinct events. 
*Richard B. Hays is the author of “Reading Backwards” and 
several other books which illumine intertextual reading …

In the picture at left, the 
OT pole representing 
the time of Isaiah ben 
Amoz (700’s BC) is 
upstream, and the NT 
pole representing the 
time of the gospels (000’s 
AD) is downstream. 
The point of it is what 
is the unexpected 
correspondence between 
the earlier and later 

The Old Testament is the Manger in 
which Christ lies

A Continuous Temporal Stream
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Waskia update continued from page 12 events. 
In this case, yes, of course – the birth of a male child who is 
named ‘Immanuel’ (God with Us). Isaiah 7:14 and 9:6
When we read the OT retrospectively in the light of Jesus’ 
life, death and resurrection, we discover in the Law and 
Prophets unexpected foreshadowing of the later story. 
 We immersed ourselves in reading texts like Nathaniel’s 
declaration in John 1:45: “We have found the one about 
whom Moses wrote in the Law, and the prophets: Jesus, the 
son of Joseph from Nazareth.” And looking at pertinent OT 
texts, stories, images, persons. The gospel writers were steeped 
in the Old Testament and they discerned how Israel’s Scriptures 
disclose the mysterious divine identity of the One who came 
from that small, seemingly insignificant Galilean village.
A good time in my own village of Kaul

For my week there, the church circuit conference was also 
happening – so all the church leaders were gathered from 
the surrounding villages as well. We did a mini-program 
every morning within that, which worked well. It gave me 
good time to catch up with people too in the afternoons. I 
did one whole day with the women. And Pastor Lapan did 
a Bible study each evening for the wider community out 
under the stars which was great. 
It was school holidays and there was also a soccer 
tournament happening. 

The Hon Chris Werre came to see us

Chris is our new Member of Parliament. His mother is Waskia 
and his father is from the neighbouring Takia language group. 
He came to my house – and of course I needed to offer the 
customary betelnut that is always given before food.
Chris is very keen and doing his very best for the region. We 
have many Waskia-English diglot reading books which we have 
prepared for the children and we need help to get more copies 
printed. We asked Chris if he would be able to help us and he 
will take our request back to the Minister of Education. 
Breaking news from my PNG village - by mobile … 

“The little babies have all been baptised in church today,” 

they said. “And we’re all happy and we’re all celebrating … 

And the leaders have got back from the regional Lutheran 
Church Conference – and Uncle Lapan has been elected as the 
new Karkar District Church President, and we are all thrilled.” 
Karkar District covers the whole of our island, and another 
smaller outlying island. There are the two language groups 
Waskia and Takia, together totalling close to 100,000 people. 
“And how are Tona and others getting on composing new 
Waskia songs?” I asked. “The young people are doing 
well. They are coming many evenings to your verandah to 
perfect and practise their songs – accompanied by the new 
keyboard that you and Tona bought in town.” 
“How are you managing with all the noise,” I asked my 
family. “We’re just loving it – and we’re pleased they’re 
making progress and typing things up on the computer.” 
Tona has organized for every family in our section of 
the village to write a song based on a psalm verse he has 
allocated to them. He wants it to work well there first, and 
then hopefully engage other villages to do likewise. 
My mind went back to the dinghy trip Tona and I had 
made back into town a few weeks ago. If the trip out was 
uncomfortable the trip back was much more so! Because 
of a bridge that was out on the mainland, we had to go by 
dinghy much closer into town which was a much longer 
trip. It took five hours in pouring rain and with a heavy 
wind and tide against us. It was very bouncy, just the thud, 
thud, thud of the dinghy hull on the wave crests. All you 
could do was to hold on tightly and endure. Even with 
rain jackets, we arrived soaking wet. Still, we had a change 
of clothes, and we got the shopping we needed done – the 
keyboard which Tona wanted, a guitar for Kaim’s son in 
Apare village (also a very talented musician just like his dad 
was), and what was needed for our office. 
THANK YOU for the gift received from the parish for 
this year, and the gifts from individuals too for the project. 
They have been a wonderful help. And thank you for your 
prayers, and interest in the Waskia project. I feel that it is 
a real privilege to be able to stand alongside the Waskia 
people in this way. I wish you all had the opportunities to 
know them and learn from them which I have. 
Sincerely in Christ’s service,

Jan Lee

Our soccer team from Kaul 1

Betty’s newborn was one of the baby’s baptised
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Vicar TBA
Priest in charge

Priest Assistant

Revd Jan Olsen

Revd Shann Craig

027 662 9417

478 5780
Youth and Family 
coordinator

TBA
Youth Team  contact:
Jono Scogings 021 172 3463

People’s Warden Kath Freeman 478 4958

Vicar’s Warden Gill Barthorpe 021 263 1220
Parish Secretary Alison Bargh 410 1606
Parish Treasurer Lorraine Buck 478 7580

Parish Directory

Sunday 8:00 am Holy Communion St John’s Church

9:30 am Family Communion St John’s Church

9:30 am BRUNCH informal communion (first Sunday of month) St John’s Church

Monday 7:30 pm Home group (1st and 3rd Mondays) Various venues
Ursula Scogings – 479 8036

Tuesday 10:00 am Women’s Fellowship (first Tuesday of month) St John’s – Garden Room
Carol Groom – 479 5899

10:00 am Tuesday Morning Drop-in (third Tuesday of month) Carol Groom – 479 5899

1:30 pm Home group 18 Knightsbridge Drive, Forrest Hill
Fay Aitken – 410 4819

7:30 pm Home group Sunnynook
Kath Freeman – 478 4958

Wednesday 10:00 am Holy Communion – weekly St John’s Church

7:30 pm Reflective (Taizé) worship (first Wednesday of month) St John’s Church
Meriel Johansen – 415 3070

Thursday 10:00 am Home group (third Thursday of month) Hazel Hipkins – 478 6508

7:30 pm Vestry (4th Thursday of month) St John’s Church

Friday 1:00 pm Contemplative Prayer Group (2nd & 4th Fridays) Val Harris – 479 6873

7:00 pm Junior Youth Group – for young people in                 
school years 8 to 10 in the church hall

7:00 pm Youth Team St John’s – Garden Room
Jono Scogings – 021 172 2463

Parish Directory

Th
e 
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Synod Representatives Gill Barthorpe
Alison Bargh

488 0329
478 3575

Home Group Coordinator 
and Hall Convenor

Church Office 478 3575

Women’s Fellowship Carol Groom 479 5899

Food Basket Shann Craig 478 5780
Envelope Recorder Beth Willmott 476 1591
Prayer Wheel 
  Coordinator

Felicity Martin 479 1190

Music Convenors Sandy Latimer
Felicity Martin

410 3456
479 1190

Wedding Flowers
  Coordinator

Shann Craig 478 5780

Website administrator website.stjohns@gmail.com
St John’s Trust
  - wall plaque secretary

Roy San-Garde 479 5393

Priest in charge’s email: olsenji@outlook.com
Parish office email: admin@stjohns.net.nz
People’s Warden’s email: kfreeman756@gmail.com
Vicar’s Warden’s email: gillian.barthorpe@gmail.com
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News from Sarah
Dear friends
Can I be honest? The past few months have been difficult. 
Since March our YWAM community has had three deaths 
which have hit us hard. In March one of our families lost 
their son to suicide, three weeks ago one of our significant 
international leaders died in his sleep at age 56 and this past 
week one of our DTS students died after a hiking fall. They 
have affected me in different ways and required a lot of me 
as a leader of this community.
Each death has been unexpected and leaves us with many 
questions. As we navigate these losses it causes you to stop 
and take stock of life. The past week particularly has been 
much of a whirlwind of logistics and facilitating space for 
others to process their grief. I personally will do my own 
process a little later down the road once we have stabilised a 
bit more. 
In the midst of these waves one finds moments when 
one ponders on the realities of life in a broken world, 
surely death is our final enemy. We live in the reality of 

New Wine Summer
Festival - Warkworth 
24-27 January 2019
(Auckland Anniversary Weekend)
Ages 0 to 100 – talk to Fay or Kath
www.newwine.org.nz

unanswered questions; of unfinished conversations; of 
visible pain and sorrow. 
I take comfort in the fact that on Easter Saturday the 
disciples too sat with the pain of loss and not knowing the 
reality of the coming Sunday. When I am tempted to jump 
too quickly to resurrection I come back to the freedom that 
Jesus himself gave us to mourn and lament. Sometimes 
there are no words. And that is OK.
Despite our mourning there are glimmers of an eternity to 
come. The thought of resurrection does give me hope. We 
don’t mourn for those who are gone because we know where 
they are, but we mourn the space they leave in our lives and 
loss of their presence with us now. 
I’d deeply appreciate your prayers as we navigate this 
journey as a community. Please pray for our families who 
have faced such loss. For our students to continue on the 
journey God has started in their lives. And for God to be an 
ever-present help in times of trouble.
With much love

Sarah

The Nguyen family 38 
years later! Clive Craig 

with them on the right (see 
page 3  About Arrivals and 

Shann Craig and family
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Our young people’s Craft Day and other activities


