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NEWS FROM VYSHGOROD, UKRAINE 
 
Dear friends and family 
Greetings and best wishes to all of you from Vyshgorod, Ukraine. 
 
As year 2018 is gone, I feel almost obliged to share with you, who stood with us one more year here in Ukraine 
in so many different ways. Year 2018 in so many ways was not like the past 26 years, and that is mainly because 
little under a year ago I stepped into a new responsibility to lead a Kiev region network of churches. 
 
To begin, I have to explain that because of war, mass immigration, economic collapse last 5 years, we were in a 
kind of suspended state of mind and life. It almost seemed like the main job at such times is only to hold things 
together. Until now we managed to bring all 42 churches into a good general structure with some working 
relationships. But unfortunately, we hardly had any chance to look into our churches (especially smaller village 
ones) closely and give them a good help to grow and develop. So, as I was praying a year ago to see what God 
wants for network, I felt my job is to do couple of things. First, look inside our network, secondly, recognize 
and develop younger generation leaders.  
     
Looking into the network, meant couple of things: 

1.     Developing a working annual calendar and trying to make sure our pastors are using it. Seems basic 
but still not easy. 

2.     Restructured the region (42 churches) into five smaller regions with 8-10 churches in each, picking the 
right men to lead them because the stretch is over 100 miles long. We are also now working out a job 
description for each smaller regional pastor because it’s almost impossible for me to quality visit each 
church every year since I am still pastoring in Vyshgorod. First good six month we had to work with 
the board one day a week and some board members (we have 7) were not too happy to do so instead 
of twice a month, but we are getting there. Over all I have great guys who give SO much. 

 
  

3.     And the biggest goal was and still is - identifying the strongest ministries in our local churches, picking 
the best out of them and forming strong regional teams that will help develop our churches in 
different areas. And we really are having some success this year. Here is what we have done and some 
groups that are already working hard. 
  
-        A good team of our best Sunday school teachers that is training Sunday school teachers for the 

region. This year 72 teachers are being trained once a month for 10 months. 
-        A new youth leadership team with a great young leader who has already united 29 youth leaders 

from our churches. They also began to visit our local churches to encourage youth and set up a 
good annual calendar for teachings and training. 

The Eagle missions update 
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-        A dynamic women’s ministry team that last year gave every church a very good training program 
for churches and ladies and invited leaders of women’s ministries for a monthly meeting. This 
September they began to train 24 ladies who will lead women’s ministries in our local churches. 

-        We set up a joint, once every 6-8 weeks, coming together prayer meeting in Kiev, which is really 
developing. 

-        We set up a new missionary department with a great leader-pastor and began an 8 months 
mission school with 7 students this year from Ukraine and Kazakhstan. This school is based on 
one of our churches who have successful business men and have resources to upkeep this 
mission’s school going. (this school is only two years old) We really encourage churches in spite of 
all difficulties to think missions and give both financially and new students. From last year’s 
graduation we have one team that works near the Hungarian border with gypsies and two young 
men went to Nepal. (Last year we also trained a couple of people from Kirgizstan, county of 
Georgia and sent them back to their churches). God willing this school will really see some great 
future for missions not only in Ukraine but also for former Soviet countries. 

-        We just began a pro-family/pro-life group from different churches who are organizing family, 
father/mother lobby, events in a non-church, public sector. This group has some highly educated 
people who during 2018 created text books for high schools on marriage, family and so on, based 
on the Bible. In October these text books miraculously passed the test with the government and 
now we are preparing 50 teachers for each of 25 of our counties! A real miracle and challenge, but 
moving, praise God. 

 
All above departments and groups are already working and bearing fruit for the Kingdom and network. 
The next groups are still under construction. 

-        Group that will be working on installing discipleship and other Christian trainings. We are 
forming a team right now. 

-        Men’s ministry, where about 10 pastors are interested in building a team that will help churches 
to build some form of men’s ministry in our churches. 

-        Media - is a great need. Very few churches are present in the social media and we are trying to 
see how we can help. 

-        Kids/youth camp team who will help train churches that have summer/winter Christian camps. 
Here it’s a very powerful tool, especially in small, remote places. 

God willing this 2019 year, we will by God’s grace be able to strengthen these working groups and take off 
with the new ones. 

 
Developing younger generation. 
Year 2018 we picked up and began 
developing a dynamic younger generation 
group of 12 men, they are already taking 
different responsibilities in the network. I 
have huge hopes that this group only 
grows.  
 
My huge emphasis this past year in our 
network was to encourage each pastor to 
give their best, in order to help grow 
other churches. It seems to be working so 
far. 
 
 

This last year we began from scratch two churches, one in Kiev city, another in our Vyshgorod area, in a village 
called Kalenchy. The whole network grew this year about 8% numbers wise and considering a lot of people 
that are still leaving the country, it’s not bad. 
 
And at last I really believed this past year to do two new things in our network. One was to begin a 3 days 
pastor and wives retreat for building relationships and by the grace of God we did it in the first week in August. 
It was really something else considering that pastors and wives experienced for the first time such a thing 
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together. Second, for a few years I was dreaming to do an annual summary banquet, where we would recognize 
the work we did, honour the pastors with their wives, partners and leaders of department! Praise God for the 
first time ever, we as a church hosted this in our church December 16th. A few tears were shed in that meeting 
and a great spirit was present. 
 
In closing again - thanks each one of you SO much for believing, encouraging, giving towards, all to help fulfill 
this job. By the way we agreed here and churches accepted year 2019 to give a little more towards developing 
the network and departments. Let’s see how we move the network this year in 2019. 
 
As I close, I would like to apologize for not keeping in touch better. I will try to do a better job this year. 
Love and blessings, Sasha Ozeruga. 
 
P.S.  Here is the general idea slide show of our network churches, (only about 30, those who gave their 
pictures) and a general photo of our Annual banquet where 80-85% of our pastors’ couples were present.    
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EgorUnq9LVo 
 

 
Recent update:  Dear friends and family, 
Greetings from Ukraine and here is a quick one with couple of good reports. 

1.    My son Mark, who we all prayed for all last year, last 6 months is back to the family and church, both 
physically and emotionally. He dropped those weird friends, where he wanted to make a lot of money. 
And last week Mark signed for the baptism class that will start next week. Thanks SO much to each of 
you who did remember us in prayer. (Especially huge thank you from my wife Oksana.) 
Please continue to lift Mark in prayer to begin, finish the class and commit his life fully to God. 

2.    Here is a picture of the last Sunday’s water baptism. In spite of the fact that still many Ukrainians are 
migrating to the west, God brings new 
people. 
12 were baptised and another 10 joined the 
church. Praise God! 
 
 
Love and blessings to all of you who 
walked with us all these years. 

Sasha Ozeruga 
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NEWS FROM SARAH IN SOUTH AFRICA 
Hello.... It’s me... 
Let me first apologise that you haven't heard from me for so long!  Let’s just say the past year has been quite 
the journey.  I have had many wonderful opportunities to teach and travel and see the work of YWAM 
growing here in Muizenberg and yet at the same time there have been several challenging work and personal 
situations. 
 
During this last year several close friends in my community have left YWAM Muizenberg - my housemate of 
several years and a close friend and her family left South Africa to move back to the US.  In the midst of this I 
buried myself in the daily life of the Base to fill up the holes. Our busy community lends itself to needing 
people to dive in and keep things going so it was a perfect match!   

It was great for the base but it wasn't great for me. I am regrouping and remembering I still need to do things 
to take care of myself, I have even joined the gym.   
This last year our YWAM community was rocked by three deaths - the teenage son of one of our YWAM 
families, an experienced international leader and most recently in September, a student in a hiking accident. We 
have faced the reality of the pain of unexplained and unexpected loss. It has been like waves continuing to 
sweep us off our feet. These are the seasons when you really feel the weight and reality of leading a community 
and navigating our faith through the seasons when many questions remain unanswered. We have seen our 
community come around one another in amazing ways during this year and the challenges have drawn us closer 
to one another. 
 
I did have some wonderful moments in the past year.  In May my whole family came from New Zealand to 
visit South Africa, it was both of my parents’ birthdays and my Dad's 70th Birthday. We celebrated with fancy 
cakes for Mum and a safari for Dad. My sister's kids had a great time and loved seeing the animals of South 
Africa up close - the penguins where a bit more friendly than the lions! 
 
There were multiple opportunities to teach on Discipleship Training Schools (DTS) and Biblical Studies 
Schools which I always enjoy, the teaching if not so much the preparation! I taught on the DTS in East 
London and Worcester and the Biblical Studies School here in Muizenberg and in Worcester. These times are 
great times to interact with our students as they grow in understanding of who God is and how they are called 
to share more about Him to others. In this past year over 200 students have been through either our 
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Discipleship Training School, Biblical Studies School or Children At Risk School. These students have grown 
so much personally and also had the opportunity to serve the local community in many ways during their time 
with us.  
 
Our community-based ministries are working in a wide variety of ways to serve communities across the city 
through homework clubs, soccer training, safe houses for women coming out of trafficking situations, 
supporting students at universities and even in the prison. We are seeing many people’s lives impacted with the 
good news of the gospel and through serving practically providing hope for a better life through educational 

support, life skills, health care and counselling. 
 
Mid September we had our annual staff conference 
to gather, regroup and revision.  Our 200 full time 
volunteers who are serving in 20 different 
communities around the city and working with our 
training programmes in Muizenberg gathered for 3 
days together.  These are special times for us to 
pause and refocus before we dive into new things.  
 
Pictured left is our leadership panel at this 
gathering. 
Family celebrations below: 
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Prayer Points: 
• For the YWAM Community to continue to support each other and find our way forward after such a 

difficult year. 
• For me to be intentional in taking better care of myself (be committed to the gym) and find ways to 

navigate the stresses of leadership in healthy ways.   
• For us to be a blessing to the Cape Town communities we serve whether through after school clubs, 

community development programmes or soccer clubs.  
• For our leadership team as the community continues to grow, that we would steward this 

growth with wisdom and love.   
 

I hope that as we continue through 2019 you will find hope, peace and joy! 
Love  
Sarah 
 
 

NEWS FROM WASKIA 
Waskia Update February 2019 
        18TH February 2019   
Dear Friends at St John’s,  
I am just updating you briefly about what we are doing in the Waskia Project. 
 
A CHANGE OF PLANS DUE TO SEVERE WEATHER EVENTS 
“You mustn’t come. It’s far too dangerous!” was the message I got from Papua New Guinea early on in 
January when I was getting close to purchasing air tickets and preparing to travel.  
From December to February in Papua New Guinea it is the season of the north-west monsoon winds and 
heavy rains for Papua New Guinea. It is never an easy time of year to go on the long dinghy trip from the town 
of Madang on the north coast out to Karkar Island. It is a long way and it is uncomfortable on a little dinghy in 
rough seas. But this year it has been exceptionally bad weather with the succession of cyclones that have hit. 
(See the shaded region in the map.) 
 

TRAGIC DROWNINGS 
Tragically two Waskia outboard dinghies fully-
loaded with passengers sank mid-crossing and all the 
passengers and crew were drowned. Many bodies 
were not able to be recovered which made the 
trauma even worse and the grieving more painful for 
the families of the deceased - and indeed for all the 
Waskia people.  
To be certain of safety, Pastor Lapan has delayed 
making a dinghy trip into Madang town to get all the 
office supplies we need for the work in the New 
Year. We have a project office in his village of 
Kaviak, and one in my village of Kaul.  
 

COMMUNICATION BY MOBILE HAS BEEN DIFFICULT 
The bad weather has affected the mobile phone reception there too. As I’ve tried to get through to people’s 
mobiles - many more of my calls have not been picked up than have been. But it is good to know that the 
people would somehow find a way to let me know if something bad happened again. I can take it that life is 
going on there pretty much as normal.  
 
THE NEW SCHOOL YEAR AND CHURCH YEAR IS UNDERWAY IN WASKIA LAND 
No doubt the families will have completed all their copra work and managed to pay for the children’s school 
fees and uniforms. It’s a lot of hard (and dirty) work to achieve that. The children are so treasured that a way is 
always found to provide what they need.  
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By now the church year will have started too for all the circuits, and the Sunday schools, youth groups and 
women’s groups will be underway again after the holiday break.  
 
DEEP, WARM FEELINGS COME UP FOR ME 
A feeling of warmth comes up in my heart as I think of that. It’s a lovely rhythm in Waskia land where every 
Wednesday the pastors and elders and Sunday school teachers and youth leaders meet and support one another 
in doing preparation for the coming Sunday.  Young elders and leaders have lots of support from the 
experienced people and are very committed to serve. Many young (and some old) ones walk a long way to 
other villages and hamlets to lead services and preach.   And I think of those who were young leaders when I 
was young back in the 1970’s and 80’s and the lifetimes of fruitful service they have given. Now some of them 
have grown frail, some have died, and a few are still going strong. 
 

 
Pastor Salum is one of those still going strong! 
 
THE CONTRAST BETWEEN HERE AND THERE 
I am grateful I am reasonably fit and healthy. But it is getting harder for me to do the long walks in the heat, 
especially if it is uphill and down dale. One of my PNG brothers, Gumong, owns the one and only vehicle that 
we have in our village of 5,000 people. Could you imagine 5000 of us here in NZ having to depend on just one 
vehicle?  
 
Gumong is a very busy man. Often bush-materials for house-building that are too far away for the men to carry 
in on their shoulders must be loaded onto his truck and transported to the village. Large bags of copra (which 
are the people’s only source of income) need to be transported to where dinghies leave from to be taken to the 
mainland to be sold. Sometimes grown-ups or children or babies – something is very wrong – and they must be 
taken urgently to the hospital, which is a good two-hour trip – if the road is passable. Still when I go and ask 
Gumong if he could take me to such-and-such place, he always works out a way he can manage it and smiles 
and says, “Yes, of course.”    
 
A REMINISCENCE 
When I was a young woman in Papua New Guinea we used to have our own vehicle, a Toyota Land Cruiser, 
and I always drove. (It’s much harder now as the condition of the roads is much, much worse.) But I do 
remember very late one very wet night – a baby was close to being born but experienced midwives were 
worried that something wasn’t right.  
 
We decided to set off for the one and only little hospital where the one and only doctor worked – a remarkable 
Australian missionary of German extraction who’d built the hospital himself after World War II. But there 
were many streams to cross and with the torrential rain the water was rising and flowing swiftly. At each stream 
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the men walked through the water ahead of the truck with little kerosene lamps gauging the depth with sticks 
and finding a path through. I still remember at one stream them yelling out: “Accelerate hard now – keep 
coming steadily. Now put your foot on the accelerator again and exit the stream right here where we’re 
pointing. Then don’t stop, keep on going until you get to the top of the hill. We will run up behind you so that 
the vehicle is lighter.”  
 
The mum was in agony and whilst the men were running up the hill to catch up to us, she leapt from the back 
of the vehicle and insisted she’d have to give birth on the side of the road. I remember saying to her, “We 
MUST help you back into the vehicle. We MUST go to Papa Tscharke without delay. He will know exactly what 
to do and you and the baby will be fine. You CAN’T have the baby here on the roadside!”   
 
We woke up Papa Tscharke in the early hours and he delivered the baby safely which was a huge relief. When 
we see each other, the mum and I still sometimes laugh about the difficult trip that night. I am not usually as 
‘bossy’ as I was then! She had four other children after that first one and now has many grandchildren too.  
 
GOOD THINGS GOT DONE BACK HERE WHEN I HAD TO CANCEL MY TRIP  
Not going away has meant that I have been able to start on two E-courses related to my counselling work: 
Working with Trauma, and Dialectical Behavioural Therapy. The latter is a modality especially geared for 
people with severe emotion dysregulation. I am half-way through both courses and all going well I will have 
them finished in four to five weeks. I am pleased that there are many valuable learnings in these courses.  
An extra bonus is that I did a lot of de-cluttering at home so that things are in better order. And I got some 
needed work done – at least almost done – on the house before work got busy again.  
 
WHAT’S NEXT IN THE PNG WORK? 
I have many ideas whirling in my head about what kind of studies and retreats we might prepare to do in some 
of the congregations and villages in 2019. There are so many of them and they are all welcoming, but we can’t 
get to them all at one time. When my E-courses are finished, I will liaise with Pastor Lapan and others and we 
will finalize what we are going to do at Easter. Then I will prepare what resources we need.   
 
Pastor Lapan is up to chapter 55 with translating the Book of Isaiah - and he is trying to get to the end (chapter 
66). It’s a long book to translate but it is reading beautifully. It is great for the translator and his team to get 
encouraging feedback as it is hard work. So we will read the translation with different groups. It is also an 
important check that the people are understanding well and correctly – or if there are a few places that need 
tweaking. Lapan has also made a start on Exodus. 
 
Tona, a talented young musician, who was organizing and supporting people, especially the youth, to write new 
Waskia songs was very unwell the last months of 2018 and so progress slowed. I hope I can inspire him to get 
going again. It is huge task, but it is important that we keep working towards completing our new hymn and 
liturgy book.  
 
THANK YOU for your interest in the Waskia Project. It’s lovely when you ask about how we are getting on. 
Please pray with us that we will make good progress again in 2019. 
 
Yours in Christ’s service, 
Jan Lee 
 

 

 

 

 

Editor: Meriel Johansen. Please send any suitable Mission articles to: merieljohansen@outlook.com 

Anglican Church of St John the Evangelist, 327 Beach Road, Campbells Bay. Office Phone: 09 478 3575 

During the year we hope to hold several fundraising events. These all help to 
ensure we have enough to share with these mission groups in our annual 
giving from the parish.  

The Fashion Show on 24th April is the first fundraiser for the year. 
Bring some friends! 


