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Our parish family
Baptism:
Charles Stephen David McNaull  18 November 2018

Memorial:
Denise Beryl (Snelgrove) Elen  11 November 2018

Funeral:
Irene Joyce Sawyer  18 October 2018

Front cover:  A photo of our young people celebrating Stir-
up Sunday with Revd Jan Olsen as they stirred the mix for 
sharing with parishioners to bake into Christmas mince pies. 
Overlaid is an image of the five candles of Advent.

Love your Neighbour
‘Inviting Church’ workshop

It was a group of 18 faithful parishioners that gathered to 
listen to the “Love Your Neighbour” team of Howard Webb 
and Bruce Edmonds. 
The Love Your Neighbour team has many years of 
experience in facilitating workshops that help churches 
more effectively reach their community. They are 
committed to training with practical, measurable outcomes.
Their ‘Inviting Church’ workshop was aimed at taking 
inviting out of the “too hard” basket. This training is 
endorsed by Alpha. Love Your Neighbour and Alpha share 
the same passion for relationship-based outreach and are 
regular partners.
In small groups we discussed and performed short role plays 
around the various issues. A cup of tea and a few nibbles 
encouraged our discussion. 
We were also invited to add dots to pages that highlighted 
fears about inviting. These were the results. What would 
you have place your dots beside?
Fears about inviting

15  It might be lame
10  My friend said no last time
10  Religion is a private matter
 5  I might be cross examined about my faith
 4  I’m an introvert
 3  I don’t want to seem strange
 2  I have no unchurched friends
 1  What if it damages my friendship
This was Fay Aitken‘s response to the workshop:
I found this workshop a very ‘good’ thing to go to, helping 
remind and challenge me to be open and willing to invite 
and encourage those not yet in the Church – realizing too, 
that often inviting those closest to you is not as easy as it 
should be!
Around this time, I read a small article from the DaySpring 
ministry on-line entitled ‘Inviting a Stranger to Dinner’, 
and I am posting this as an encouragement to read (and 
maybe act upon for Christmas) - 
https://www.dayspring.com/articles/inviting-a-stranger-
to-dinner

Enjoy, be encouraged!

The Prayer Wheel
As you know, confidential prayer is available in the prayer 
corner during and after services.
Likewise, the prayer wheel enables prayer requests to be 
shared during the week.
Whether an urgent need, in anxiety, doubt or trouble of any 
kind, reaching out may lead into a new (or renewed) sense 
of the abundance of God’s love available through prayer.

Co-ordinator: Felicity  - Phone: 479 1190

Pondering Christmases past
Working for many years on our family tree, it has struck me 
how often couples were married on Christmas Day. Sadly, 
this could indicate the only day when they might guarantee 
they could have a day off work. Or maybe it was also the 
one day when a feast was prepared, so extra expense was 
maybe spared. Then also it may have been the only day 
when all the family had time to gather for a celebration.

Meriel Johansen

Earth Care column
To see what your Anglican Diocese earth care activities 
are, I recommend visiting the website https://cherished-
earth.org.nz where there is a mine of information … news, 
articles, and to see what other Auckland parishes are doing 
in an earth-caring way.

Eric Martin

Irene Joyce Sawyer
2 January 1934 –
12 October 2018

Irene was a faithful 
and active member of 

our congregation.
We remember her 

with love.
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From our priest in charge ...
Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 
Bears all its sons away; 
They fly forgotten, as a dream 
Dies at the opening day. 

So goes the opening line of “O God our help in ages past,” that much loved and 
well known hymn. In Church the lectionary readings over the past month have 
become more and more of the nature of urgent “end time” readings as we hurtled 
towards Christ the King Sunday on 23rd November. 
We then settle down in preparation during the Advent Season as we ready ourselves 
to celebrate the coming of the birth of the infant Jesus on 25th December. 
Will we be ready … and will it matter if we’re not? I think it does matter if we’re 
not, but from my perspective being ready doesn’t mean having all the presents 
wrapped and under the tree, the wine stashed in the cooler and the barbie at the 
ready - but then I guess I would say that. 
A child wrote in “Children’s letters to God” 
“Dear God, Christmas should be earlier because kids can only be good for so long.” 
It is a lovely season of the year when society stops to enjoy some time with family 
and friends – we need more of that, not less. More time to spend just being with 
those we love and not feeling as though something is calling us away like work, 
Facebook, mobile phones, television, sport, church and so on and so forth. 
It is a great time. The air feels different, life feels lazier, but and it’s a big BUT … 
while you enjoy the wine, the pressies and the barbie spare a thought for the reason 
for the season.

Out of a much-loved book for Advent I have comes this quote:
“At Advent we should try the key to our heart’s door. It may have gathered rust. 
If so, this is the time to oil it, in order that the heart’s door may open more easily 
when the Lord Jesus wants to open it at Christmas time!” A New Guinea Christian

Is it possible that it is time to drop a speck of oil in the door of your heart to 
ask yourself “Is it time for me to think on deeper meanings to life, this Advent, 
Christmas and Epiphany Seasons?”
From ours to yours, may you take the time to make your Christmas a truly blessed 
one.

Jan and Derek Olsen
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For your diary
Every Sunday Services at 8:00am and 9:30am    
   except there will be ONE 9am Sunday   
   service ONLY on 23 and 30 December   
   2018 and 6 January 2019

Every Wednesday Holy communion – 10am except after   
   Christmas and through January

Dec 2 Sunday Advent – 8am and BRUNCH service – 9:30am

 4 Tuesday Women’s Fellowship Christmas luncheon –   
    12noon in hall

 5 Wednesday Reflective service in Taizé style – 7:30pm

 6 Thursday Men’s Group – 7:30pm at Stephen   
    Warnes’ home

 9 Sunday Advent 2 –  8am and 9:30am

 16 Sunday Advent 3 –  8am and 9:30am

 16 Sunday Knightsbridge service – 11am

 16 Sunday Children’s Nativity pageant – 5pm

 18 Tuesday Tuesday Morning Drop-in – 10am Garden Room

 20 Thursday Church office closes at 1pm and reopens   
    15 January 2019

 25 Tuesday Nine Lessons and Carols – 7pm

 23 Sunday Advent 4 –  9:00am ONLY

 24 Monday Christmas Eve family service – 5pm

 24 Monday Christmas Midnight service – 11:30pm

 25 Tuesday Christmas Day services – 8am and 9:30am

 30 Sunday Service at 9:00am ONLY

January Most of our groups stop after Christmas and through 
January.

 6 Sunday Epiphany service at 9:00am ONLY

 13 Sunday Baptism of the Lord Sunday – 8am and   
    9:30am

 30 Sunday Usual 8am and 9:30am services resume    
    for 2019

Looking ahead:

Mar 1 Monday World Day of Prayer services – times and  
     venues to be advised

 6 Wednesday Ash Wednesday services – 10am and 7:30pm

 17 Sunday AGM – 11am in the hall

Next issue of The Eagle:
Publishing date:       TBA 
Deadline for copy:  TBA

Women’s Fellowship
As leader it is my privilege to report on the activities of the 
year.
Membership numbers of 25 with attendance of between 16 
and 20 at meetings indicates a strong, active group. I would 
like to mention with gratitude the contribution of Barbara 
Scott, Nancy Rae and Irene Sawyer who died during the 
year and were long time members of St John’s and our 
Fellowship, we miss their presence. Others have become too 
unwell to attend or have moved from the neighbourhood. 
However, it has been a pleasure to welcome new members 
and hope they will enjoy the friendship offered.
Speakers through the year have stimulated our memories, 
shared their experiences and challenged our attitudes. 
Ngaire Muller spoke of her 61 years living in Mairangi 
Bay with another meeting sharing with each other our 
first book, special Church building and first kiss! Jan 
Olsen and Brian Collett told of their life before St John’s, 
modern library services and tips on flower arranging, service 
with the Church Army and the history of the Church in 
England, all topics were very much appreciated.
Our Fellowship has been represented at the Association 
of Anglican Women Events, the AGM, Social Concerns 
hearing of the future work of City Mission and joining 
St Mary-by-the-sea for their Wednesday morning service. 
Other representatives from St Johns enjoyed the hospitality 
of local Churches’ lunches. Each year we are able to 
welcome other groups to the December meeting Christmas 
lunch, the entertainment from Albany Choir group of old-
time music hall songs was great fun, and as they filled a 
last-minute cancellation, we were all very grateful. With our 
February garden meeting once again having lovely weather, 
that concludes our year’s activities.
None of this could be achieved without contributions from 
each member, without ladies coming along there would be 
no group. Special mention must be made to Jan Olsen, our 
(inter-regnum) vicar, for leading the services and supporting 
us. My personal thanks to Jenny Willis and Mary McIsaac 
who provide secretarial and treasurers support and what 
would we do without Pam DeVries making our morning 
tea. Thanks so much to the knitters and Barbara Bold, 
Adrienne Thomas for flowers every month and the ringers 
who provide the chains that connect us with each other.
In this time of uncertainty in our future at St John’s I 
feel our Fellowship members have remained a pillar of 
commitment and an example of faith in Christ.

Carol Groom



December 2018 Page 5

Ukraine news update
From: Church of the Living God
Sent: Tuesday, 2 October 2018 4:08 AM
Dear friends and family.
Again, trying to touch base with all of you who faithfully, 
each one to their measure, was and still is a co-builder of 
this ministry here in Ukraine.
I often recall how in March 1992 after studying in UK I 
visited a messed-up Ukraine (after collapse of USSR) for 10 
days and on the way back to London I shouted ‘Hallelujah 
civilized world again.’ That very night on my return to 
London, God got hold of me and I said to my British 
friend, that God is calling me back to my homeland. That 
evening the decision was made and three months later, in 
June I went back to Ukraine. On my return 5 days later, I 
was a part of an Evangelistic crusade in Vyshgorod and the 
rest is history.
When God called me to return from civilized world, I 
remember Him promising that He will be with me in 
difficult, messed up (still L) country. And He was and still 
is using many of you in so many different ways. I want you 
to know how much I appreciate all and each one of you and 
what you did for us to be where we are today!!!

Ukraine. Thanksgiving downtown Kiev
Situation in Ukraine, is still quite heavy mainly because 
people can’t accept the fact of the war in the east (everyday 
almost we have wounded or killed soldiers) and extreme 
corruption which makes the cost of living going up and 
currency value be unstable. This brings a lot of tension to 
every area of life. For me personally the most difficult fact is 
when brightest most talented people are leaving the country 
in packs.
But on the other hand, this is the time for those who are 
ready to stand – shine really bright. Two Sundays ago, it was 
for the second time, where all evangelical unions and groups 
agreed to make Thanksgiving a national holiday like in US 
and tens of thousands of believers from 10am to 10pm had 
a great worship in the morning and Christian concert in 
the evening. First time we had Thanksgiving Sunday last 
year and about 300,000 people came to downtown Kiev for 
celebration. And a year before we finally got 
24th of December for celebrating Christmas 
as a national holiday like the rest of the 
world. Praise God!

Agreement of Evangelical leaders of 
Ukraine
Another historic event happened / began to 
happen September 23rd. Twenty-two main 
evangelical groups and unions made the joint 
press conference in order to establish a non-
political, public organization, to influence 
Ukraine for Bible values. I was present at the 

event in Kiev city mayor’s hall, the first half of it. And it was 
outstanding!
Also, very interesting development is happening with 
Russian/Ukrainian Orthodox Churches, where Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church is finally breaking its ties with the 
Russian Orthodox Church. ROC is the number one 
Kremlin tool to keep Ukraine and other post-Soviet 
countries under Moscow rule. ROC in Ukraine has about 
twelve thousand churches, Ukrainian Orthodox church has 
little over five thousand (can you believe that). A couple 
of weeks ago we observed a crazy situation at negotiations 
of the head of the Greek Orthodox Church with the head 
of Moscow Orthodox Church in Turkey. In this meeting 
Russian KGB guys, right at the reception of two patriarchs 
(very likely) tried to poison the Greek patriarch??? (you can 
watch it online)
Breaking from Moscow in every way is very strategic 
and important for Ukraine independence. And we are 
painfully and slowly moving away from the Russian/Soviet 
dictatorship. Praise be to God and all the foreign countries 
and friends who have been helping us in it.

Church
Church overall is doing well. The key positive achievement 
is that being under pressure our local church as well as 
most Christian groups get better vision for its existence. 
For instance, we clearly and strongly state (better than ever) 
that our highest calling is to see His Kingdom come to 
Ukraine as it is in heaven, through the knowledge of Him, 
Bible modelled relationships and service to the people in 
need. This is the most precious achievement of our church, 
I believe!!!
Church now began a class for water baptism and new 
believers where 18 new people have come.
Church was extremely active this summer. We had 11 
kids/youth camps on the Church premises and in villages 
around.
Our building was donated to our village church in 
Dubechnya by one Ukrainian businessman. But 
unfortunately, this year we could not do much progress 
due to the lack of funds. The outside is almost done but 
inside needs loads of work because it has just a shell. But we 
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Ukraine update concluded from previous page

Tuesday morning Drop-inalways 
tried to work with what we have. Our goal is to raise 
enough funds to fix at least 1-2 rooms, to begin public 
services in this building. Village people are reluctant to 
attend private homes.
And perhaps the biggest tool now to penetrate our 
community is our Family Centre. It is an incredible 
instrument. FC this year almost doubled our Public School 
(last year was 17, this year 30 kids).

Family Centre School’s first day
Both groups of our day-care this year also turned full day 
(from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.) Unlike last year now we have 35 
kids with the long list of those who want to join. After-
school activities ministry now have 11 different lessons done 
by our volunteers. This year we added chess and sewing 
lessons. In other words, through FC we have an opportunity 
to present the good news to well over 50 families who are 
involved. That’s simply unbelievable for Ukraine and our 
Network because we’re the first ones out of 42 churches and 
many of them from our network and outside come to learn 
from us!!! It’s real honour and a blessing.
By the grace of God, we finally finished our Café, and it 
has already become a great place of Fellowship for those 
who come to Family Centre and to church people too (it 
is working now for two weeks). We have big plans for it, 
especially animated birthdays and master classes of different 
kinds. As a result of Family Centre development, we are a 
lot better known in town as those who are caring for the 
new generation, praise God!

Sunday school teachers training for the region
Also, this year our church, which for last 6 years is 
responsible for training Sunday School teachers for the 
region has begun this year’s training of 70 new Sunday 
school teachers. What an honour to train teachers not only 
from our network, but from a number of other groups and 
churches.

This is a short account of the work that has been done in 
Vyshgorod and in the region.
Couple of lines about the network’s challenges. Right now, 
my two big goals that I am after, is to form five regions with 
a head pastor for each one who looks after 8-9 churches 

with a clear job description list. Second one even bigger, it 
is to develop a youth board of the region with 
youth pastors who get together for fellowship 
and training. Thank God over 24 of them are 
already get together. This will be a great help 
and future for Ukraine.
My dear friends and co-workers I guess this 
is enough for now, sorry again for not doing 
a better job to keep in touch. But I’m really 
trying to get through a lot of challenges of 
putting new people in places of different 
responsibilities and manage my time more 
efficiently.

Love you and bless you!!! I would really appreciate your 
prayers for me personally, family and work here. 

Love, Sasha Ozeruga

You are invited
 to pop in between 

10am and noon

on the THIRD TUESDAY morning 
each month 

as we meet informally 
in the downstairs Garden Room

Morning tea, 
listening sympathetic ears, 
warm smiles offered freely 

from others who have been 
or are walking 
 the same path 

encountering any form 
of loss in your life.

Questions?
 Contact Carol Groom 

479-5899 
                

St John’s Anglican Church,
327 Beach Road, Campbells Bay
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Waskia update

Continued on page 8

JOY AND HOPE 

The Waskia people have begun preparing for 
their Christmas services
With Advent now upon us, the Waskia people are already 
practising their items for the 
Christmas services. In family groups, 
youth groups and women’s groups, 
they typically practise a Bible verse to 
recite and a Christmas song to present 
– sometimes one of their own new 
compositions. With so many groups 
to present items, the Christmas 
services go on well after midnight. 
The little children go sleeping soundly 
in their parents’ arms, or else are 
wrapped in a warm blanket and 
put down to sleep on the ground. 
Everyone is relaxed and joyful. 
The services go over about ten nights 
in many different congregations 
in different locations. The church 
circuits organise it so that the 
congregations all have different nights 
for their Christmas programmes 
– so people are welcome to go to 
programmes in other villages and 
congregations as well as in their own 
congregation. 
The children have their own 
afternoon Christmas programmes too 
where they sing at the top of their 
voices and have special food prepared 
for them. They are enveloped 
in the love of their families and 
communities. 

The gospel of joy
So, there is much laughter and 
rejoicing among the Waskia people at 
Christmas. For the Gospel constantly 
invites us to rejoice. “Rejoice!” is the 
angel’s greeting to Mary (Luke 1:28). 
Mary’s visit to Elizabeth makes John 
leap for joy in his mother’s womb 
(cf. Luke 1:41). In her song of praise, 
Mary proclaims: “My spirit rejoices in 
God my Saviour” (Luke 1:47). 
When Jesus begins his ministry, 
John cries out: “For this reason, 
my joy has been fulfilled” (John 
3:29). Jesus himself “rejoiced in the Holy Spirit” (Luke 
10:21). His message brings us joy: “I have said these things 

to you, so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy 
may be complete” (John 15:11). He promises his disciples: 
“You will be sorrowful, but your sorrow will turn into 
joy” (John 16:20). He then goes on to say: “But I will 
see you again and your hearts will rejoice, and no one 

will take your joy from you” (John 16:22). The disciples 
“rejoiced” (John 20:20) at the sight of the risen Christ. . . 
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Waskia update continued from page 7
. Wherever the disciples went, “there was great joy” 
(Acts 8:8); even amid persecution they continued to be 
“filled with joy” (Acts 13:52). 

Pastor Lapan thanks us for our prayers 
Lapan received the most votes at the recent Lutheran 
District Conference and so was recently installed as the 
District President. 
“Hi Koras (Sister),” he emailed, “I give praise to God for 
all the encouraging words you gave me. I also thank 
Shann and Clive and our other Christian friends 
at St John’s who prayed for me. You have all played 
a significant part in shaping and moulding of who 
I am today. I want to serve the District [which 
includes the 35,000 people and beyond to other 
language groups] with all my heart.” 

Prayer of blessing
A great crowd of people assembled at the government 
station to support Lapan at his installation and many 

words of encouragement were spoken. And the dancing and 
singing with the hand-drums giving praise to God was a 
highlight. 

Our goals in the project for next year 
The goal which underlies all others is our being together 
and working together and helping one another so that we 
keep growing more in our Christian lives. Our deepening 
0understanding of the Bible is a key aspect. Also, our growing 
in prayer and being active in service in the communities. 

May the Lord continually mould us 
more into how he wants us to be.

Some of last year’s programmes will 
roll over into the new year. Old 
Testament translation will proceed; 
the books of Exodus and Isaiah are 
currently in process. We will be 
looking again at the interrelationship 
of the Old and New Testaments 
– in particular probing the Old 
Testament roots of the Gospel 
narratives, and noting how each of 
the four evangelists, in their diverse 
portrayals, identifies Jesus as the 
embodiment of the God of Israel. 

The active and contemplative 
poles of our Christian lives
I love Rembrandt’s picture of Jesus 
in the house of Martha and Mary:
Often it has been taken to mean 
that Jesus valued the contemplative 
life over the active. I think that 
Aelred of Rivaulx (1110-1167) had 
one of the best understandings of 
this passage. He talks about Martha 
and Mary both living under one 
roof, both pleasing and acceptable 
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Waskia update continued

From your editors continued

to the Lord. And 
loved by him. Therefore, he concludes, in our lives both 
dimensions – the active and contemplative – are necessary 
and good. They should never be separate. 

Literacy work
With the big population and the many thousands of 
children and adolescents, we are seeking funding to print 
or reprint many copies of our Waskia-English diglot 
English books – we have well over 50 books, and a new 
hymn and liturgy book currently in process. If you have 
other suggestions as to where I could apply for funding for 
literacy - I’d be very grateful. 

Thank you for your prayers for and interest in 
this work
Christ, our King, keep us calm and faithful in all troubles;
Let us not be afraid, for your rule over all and your 
kingdom will come.
Give us strength and direction as we seek to do your will 
and work for righteousness.
Lord, your kingdom come in us, as it is in heaven.
Your sincerely in Christ’s service,

Jan Lee

From your editors
Memories and reminiscences
This is the last The Eagle that your current editors, Meriel and 
Murray Johansen will be preparing and publishing. We thought 
it appropriate in the circumstances to reminisce a little over the 
time in which we have been editors.
This last stint commenced with the June 2005 issue of The 
Eagle upon the departure of the then editors, Carole and Colin 
Newbery to take up a job in Singapore. They had been editors 
for about three years at that time.
The June 2005 issue was printed in B&W though vestry 
approved a colour front and back cover for the Christmas 
editions (using outside printers) from December 2005. 
Fortunately, computer and graphic technology had advanced 
considerably from the early days of desktop publishing and 
inexpensive scanners and digital cameras were reasonably 
common. We bought our first digital camera, a Canon 
PowerShot S45 in early 2003. Accordingly, the quality of photos 
and graphics in the magazine improved markedly. Eventually the 
parish acquired a high-quality Canon colour copier/printer and 
from August 2011 vestry approved printing The Eagle front and 
back covers in colour for each issue. The printer was able to print 
both sides of the page for no additional cost.
Previously we were editors in the early 1990s of the bimonthly 
newsletter/magazines when it became an A4 size publication and 
named The Eagle, a title suggested by Revd Barry Graves, our 
vicar at the time. The name came from the landing eagle symbol 
of St John the Evangelist. Publishing in the early 1990s was not as 
simple then, prior to digital cameras, with scanners being machines 
costing 5-6 figure sums and only printing firms could afford them.
The logo on the magazine title page was originally a version of 
the heraldic shield of St John of a landing eagle similar to the 
shield carved into the handles of the main doors of St John 
Campbells Bay. Various subsequent editors adopted other 
images of the eagle. When we took over as editors again, we 
commissioned our son Eduard, who at the time was a computer 
graphic artist to design a new logo for The Eagle and this is the 
image the has headed The Eagle through to the current day.
We desktop published the magazine copy using PageMaker 
software and an Apple Macintosh Plus computer (with 9’ B&W 
screen) and printed copy pages on an Apple LaserWriter – the 
equipment that launched the era of desktop publishing. We used 
to paste up the final printed pages onto paste-boards ruled up for 
the size of each page. Photos were usually either original prints 
or images cut from magazines. The end result was then sent to 
a local jobbing printer to produce the final B&W magazine. 
Unfortunately, we are unable to find a copy from those early days.
We continued publishing the original The Eagle for 5 or 6 years 
and then two or three other couples took over the task with 
Carole and Colin being the last editors prior to us again taking 
over when there were no offers for the role forthcoming.
It has been a pleasure to produce The Eagle over the years 
and we thank all those who have contributed. It is after all the 

contributors that have always made the magazine what is was, 
not the editors. If no editor is available to continue The Eagle in 
the near future, we propose a shorter missions-focused newsletter 
will be produced on a quarterly basis. This could even be in 
e-letter format.

Murray and Meriel Johansen
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Vicar TBA
Priest in charge

Priest Assistant

Revd Jan Olsen

Revd Shann Craig

027 662 9417

478 5780
Youth and Family 
coordinator

TBA
Youth Team  contact:
Jono Scogings 021 172 3463

People’s Warden Elena Burduk 441 4134

Vicar’s Warden Gill Barthorpe 021 263 1220
Parish Secretary Alison Bargh 410 1606
Parish Treasurer Lorraine Buck 478 7580

Parish Directory

Sunday 8:00 am Holy Communion St John’s Church

9:30 am Family Communion St John’s Church

9:30 am BRUNCH informal communion (first Sunday of month) St John’s Church

Monday 7:30 pm Home group (1st and 3rd Mondays) Various venues
Ursula Scogings – 479 8036

Tuesday 10:00 am Women’s Fellowship (first Tuesday of month) St John’s – Garden Room
Carol Groom – 479 5899

10:00 am Tuesday Morning Drop-in (third Tuesday of month) Carol Groom – 479 5899

1:30 pm Home group 18 Knightsbridge Drive, Forrest Hill
Fay Aitken – 410 4819

7:30 pm Home group Sunnynook
Kath Freeman – 478 4958

Wednesday 10:00 am Holy Communion – weekly St John’s Church

7:30 pm Next Reflective (Taizé) worship (a Wednesday in Lent in 
2019 – TBA))

St John’s Church
Meriel Johansen – 415 3070

Thursday 10:00 am Home group (third Thursday of month) Hazel Hipkins – 478 6508

7:30 pm Vestry (4th Thursday of month) St John’s Church

Friday 1:00 pm Contemplative Prayer Group (2nd & 4th Fridays) Sandy Latimer – 410 3456

7:00 pm Junior Youth Group – for young people in                 
school years 8 to 10 in the church hall

7:00 pm Youth Team St John’s – Garden Room
Jono Scogings – 021 172 2463

Parish Directory

Th
e 

W
ee

k 
in

 V
ie

w

Synod Representatives Gill Barthorpe
Alison Bargh

021 263 1220
478 3575

Home Group Coordinator 
and Hall Convenor

Church Office 478 3575

Women’s Fellowship Carol Groom 479 5899

Food Basket Shann Craig 478 5780
Envelope Recorder Beth Willmott 476 1591
Prayer Wheel 
  Coordinator

Felicity Martin 479 1190

Music Convenors Sandy Latimer
Ursula Scogings

410 3456
479 8036

Wedding Flowers
  Coordinator

Shann Craig 478 5780

Website administrator website.stjohns@gmail.com
St John’s Trust
  - wall plaque secretary

Roy San-Garde 479 5393

Priest in charge’s email: olsenji@outlook.com
Parish office email: admin@stjohns.net.nz
People’s Warden’s email: helenaburduk@hotmail.com
Vicar’s Warden’s email: gillian.barthorpe@gmail.com
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News from Sarah
Dear Friends
Merry Christmas from Cape Town, it is a pleasure to send 
you this Christmas update and I am reminded of home 
often at this time of year as there are a few pohutukawa 
trees that have found their way to Cape Town and each time 
I see them I know Christmas is on the way.
I am finding my feet again after the challenging past few 
months and as with such a large organisation life continues 
regardless of crisis or peace. We have a wonderful intake 
of students again this quarter doing Discipleship Training 
Schools and School of Biblical Studies. They keep getting 
younger … or perhaps I am getting older!! But it is fantastic 
to see how much they love Jesus and want others to know 
about His love too.
This has been a season of teaching 
alongside logistical responsibilities. 
In October I was in East London 
(in South Africa) teaching on a 
Discipleship Training School there for 
a number of young people from quite 
challenging backgrounds and it was 
fantastic to see how God uses His word 
to impact them and bring freedom. We 
had great conversations springing from 
the 10 Commandments about the 
importance of faithfulness in family 
and in marriage. God’s word is never 
out of date or irrelevant. Recently I taught several books on 
the School of Biblical Studies - Joel and Colossians and I 
will be teaching through the book of Daniel in Worcester 
early December.
In October we also gathered as leadership teams from all 
the Southern Africa YWAM Bases 
in Durban. These times are so 
significant, YWAM Muizenberg is 
a large community but many other 
YWAM works are small teams, 
and so to gather with the wider 
YWAM community is life giving 
and refreshing. It was wonderful 
to see so many young leaders 
emerging and many young South 
African leaders too. There are over 
35 YWAM communities in South 
Africa, Lesotho, Swaziland, Namibia 
and the Indian Ocean Islands 
working to see God’s kingdom more 
fully expressed in their locations 
and training up young people to 
go share the gospel with others all 
around the world.
Thank you all so much for your 

prayers, financial support and encouragement through 
this year. I would not be able to continue without your 
partnership in this work. As I look towards Christmas and 
the New Year I am deeply thankful for God’s sustaining 
grace through this year of many challenges but also to be 
able to look back and give thanks for the ways He has been 
with us in this journey. The reality of the abiding presence 
of God in the midst of trials brings great hope. Please do 
pray that this Christmas break would be uneventful and 
restful!
James 1:2-4 Consider it pure joy, my brothers and 
sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because 
you know that the testing of your faith produces 
perseverance. Let perseverance finish its work so that you 
may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.

I leave you with the words of the South African song - 
Wahamba nathi, Siyabonga Jesu (He walks with us, We 
thank you Lord)

love Sarah
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Top photo is the group of parishioners in 
discussion during the Inviting Church 
workshop (see page 2), lower left photo 
is People’s Warden, Elena Burduk 
farewelling long serving parishioner, 
Jean Sandford who is moving to Waipu 
to be near family. Bottom right is Dr. 
Anneta Vyssotskaia who spoke to us of 
the plight of refugees and particularly 
Christian refugees in many parts of the 
world.


